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II. ExTRAcTs from the yearly Epiſtles of Meet“ 
ing of Quaters held in London relating to 
TyTHEs. 

III. A Supplemental Exr RAC from the Qua- 
ters yearly Epiſtles relating to their Sufferings. 

IV. ReMaRKs upon a Bill now depending in Par- 
liament, to enlarge, amend, and render more ef- 
feftual the Laws now in being for the more eaſy 
Recovery of Tythes, Church-rates, and Oblati- 
ons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues of from the People 
called Qu Ak ERS: And alſo Remarks upon a 
printed aper, intitled, The Caſe of the People 
called Q AK ERS. 

V. Taz Country Parſon's Plea agninſt the Quakers 

Tythe- Bill: Humbly addreſſed to the Commons 

| Great- Britain aſſembled in Parliament. 

— To which is added, 

An AnswzR to the Country Parſon's Plea — 


the Qyuaters Tythe Bill. In a Letter to the 
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PA PE R 8 


| Relaing to the 


Suter TYTHE BILL, 
000 00020005000200000000 
Nt. The Ct of u. Probix called Quaxens, 


N. the 7th and gth Years of the Rei 
of King William the Third, An 
4 was paſſed for the more eaſy . 

4 of ſmall: Tythes,: Offerings, Oblatrens, 
| zentions or C tions, not exceed 
„ 48Þ) ing the Yearly. Value of Party Shillings, 
= - from any One Perſon, in a ſummary 
Wort by Puftice's Warrant ; which was continued by an 
A of the Iith and 12th of the faid King, and was 


made peepetual by un A? of the 3d and: 4th of Queen 


An Sh Years of the Reign of K. William 

the il. yn for accepting the — Affirmation of 
the People called Pwuaters,like is provided for the 
Recovery of Vibes and Church-Rates from Quakers who 
hall refuſe to pay the ſame, the Sym not exceeding Ten 
" Pounds ; which Act being Temporary, was continued 
n AA an Act of the zſt of 


. Fr, exceed 10 all Rat, 2 — 

pa Dar LI Dues, ments, belonging of to any 

Err apel, to be paid for the Maintenance of any 
enen, 

e "Theſe 


12 


2 | N 


in the Exchequer, Eccles ical, and other Courts, in 
England and. Wales, ſor recoverable. by the 
faid Acts, above Eleven Hundred of the People called 
Jobs, of whom near Three Hundred were cotamit- 
to Priſon, and ſeveral of them died Priſoners. 
Theſe Proſecutions, h frequently commenced for 
Trivial Sums, from Four to Five 2 s, and 
Part of them for Suns not exceedin oo e 
ve been attended with ſach heavy ow hs and rigo | 
Robonbes, that about Eight - oy Pounds ave 
taken from Ten of them, w heyp the origihal = 
did not amount to Fifteen Po 
By ſuch- Proſecutions, the favourable Intent of the 
aforeſaid Acts is in a great Meaſure fruſtrated, and many 
— the 1 r, as if no ſuch Laws were in Be- 
h Chriſtian Charity muſt admit, that their 
50 of ſuch Demands is purely Conſcientious ;' fince 
no rational Man, conſidering his Circumſtances and Fa- 
mily, would e Ws Oy other 


t A 


"Tis — ſubmitted, Whether ſuch P wi 
ſecutions, frequently attended with —— 
ions and Imp ö not Grievances which 
* Rædreſi; A ade ben 5 not ing fo Rat ta 
rain the Proſecutors OE: _ 
ous SO. Fas of 
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ExTRACTS from the yearly Epiſtles of Amber | 
Quaken, beld in London nas zo AE x 


T 2 Time when the Ouakers are defiring a a very 
uncommon Favour from the Parliament, 1 8 ä 
tion to their Tythes, it cannot be Improper to inform 
the Publick, from their own Declarations, made in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, what their true Sentiments and 
real Views are, with reſpe to Tythes, The 


1 to) 
Dr e 
by their preſent Attempt no Inju 8 
defraud them of their juſt e Ne fb 
only an eaſy and unexpenſive of bei 
that Compliance with the Law, which their 
Os nn willingly. 
But whether the + inks 8 tors und fe 
will be contented wit this if it ſhould be granted them, 
| ma be beft learned from themſelyes. 

It is the Cuſtom of the uakers to ſend from their year- 


forced to 


ly Meeting in Lenden an Epiſtle to their diſtant Friends, 
advifing them in Matters of Importance to their com- 


mon Intereſt. T have before me five of theſe Epiſtles: | 
Seng a, 736 is intitled, | 
«© The Epiſtle the RN dba e Sie 
% don by Adjourn . 7th to the 11th 
2e 4th nth, 1731, inclufive, to the 
| * Quarterly and Monthly . of Friends and 
„ grethren, rr Feuus, un dibubinc, 
It concludes thus: 
"PIO « Signed in and on Behalf of de 
= By William 
66 Clerk to — — > Year 
The Titles of the other four are mutatis mutand{s the 


"That of 173, is figned in the ſame Form, 


by Edmund 
That o 173332 by John Moore. 
That of SM » + + +». by Daniel Vandewall. 
That of 173 » +. dy Edmund 


What bollo 8 to T N is tranſcribed Ja- 


betim from the faid Ep 
* And, dear Friends, an earneſt Travail and Cog- 


& 'ernof Mind remains upon theSpirit of manyBrethren, 
4 in order to excite all Friends, Sho make Profeſiion of 
„ Pruth with us, to ſtand faithful in that our ancient 
< aid Chriftian Teſtimony againſt Tythes of all Kinds 
* (as well as Church-Rates fo called). according to the 
| < ſeveral former Advices of this Meetings particularly 
that in the Year 1706. 

1 And, dear Brethren, iaſmactiee it has been the 
4 t Practice of this Meeting to recommend to the 


4 ere Quartetly and Monthly tenderly to 
hel e e n 


6c adviſe, 


E 


— 
— 
= IDE — A — 2 —— — 


| 4 all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings be ar 


— — — — — —— — — — 2 — ——— — —— 2 — 
* 


6 man — — 95 _— amended for the. 
n Anh, doth again earneſtly 


ruth, tenderly, to adyiſe 
parc to fand faithful. 


6 Adbe pick le Le and Ve. dem, according to far- 


4 mer Advices in this Mecting, aa th ihe 


6 Year, 1706. 
„It "is alſo. the caineſt. Dara of Nr 


« viſe their reſpective Members to bring in the Accounts 


af their Sufferings, &t. that they may be duly re- 


corded, and brought yearly to this Meeting, 1 8 
<«. ble to our Epiſtle 1687. | 
% And, dear Friends, this Meeting obſerving, 

« miſneſs in ſome Places in reſpe& to our Timon = 
ce againſt that Antichriſtian Yo Ine an ear | 
6& and Zeal has been on the Minds of Friends, 
« that all might be excitgg and ſtirred up to Faithfulneſs 
66 . order thereunto, we think neceſſary to 

e put, you in mind, that the Zeal of our Friends, ho 

have abode faithful in their Teſtimon ony againſt pay — 


* * Tythes, Steeple-houſe Rates, and Pri 
& has greatly tended to the in ae the N of { many, 


„ not only in this, but alſo in other 


4 received laſt Year an Account from 2 


&« here our F — W! underwent 
e ings, that a Law is made exempting 
04 — either to the Maintenance of the Spie I 
*% niſters, gr. the repairing their Worſhip Houſes: And: 
eit is our Belief, that if all Friends here had been faithe. 
& ful in their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, hs. ime of 
& our Deliverance from that Oppreſſion under which, 
8 Hb yet groans, . have been neater at 


66 * 
» 733. . 
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E up in that, and every other Branch of our Teſtimemy; 


4 
* to the Promotion of G Liberty, which 


cc to 
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Till be wis bo" adeninid 
„ A- arid Counſel of 
ſhall ſee Occafion, for the teftoring and ireſ;th- 
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of Right are to be ſubje& to Gon one 
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making them willing, in this ant: other: bewing e 
4 ſuffer” for that Telit 


e 
a4 to meddle with the Confejencs of the People," Wien 


Fe 4 7 „ 3 


cc We cannot therefore bur bles the Lord, from att 


. ee rnefling of the Comfort and ſpiritual 


which ariſes from ſuch a Liberty, that he 
to'raiſe up our worthy Elders, and to g ive 
10 — a Teſtimony” againſt that | Antichriſtian 'Y . 


« World, what the Love Chriſt 1 
„ we believe, den of that 
enabled them to the 

the long. To 


Death, as ſome of them — for their . | 
<< Refuſal to pay T'ythes: And we have:Reaſon th be- 
“ hevez that if all amongft-us had followed: their Ex- 
« ainple; by abiding faithfül in this our Chriſtian Tef2 


* timony, we might before this Time have ben 


<< great meaſure relieved from under that 

Theſe P ſpeak as plainly for 
body can ſpeak for them. If you ask, 
Earneſtneſs to keep up the tion? Why all "this 
Concern to exhort Friends to ſuffer ? Why alt chis la. 
menting over thoſe, who Had their | 


to” comply with the Law of their ( cu may | 
ſee the true Reaſon in the Epiſtle 17 33 | 
They tell e why kind 


abode: in their Teſtimony againſt paying | 
Sterple-houſe Rates, and Pie yo range A Fo rc 
this, ; 


iy tended'to the opening the Her of many; or only i 

but a Laan nacgrr orIR ts ho Be er | 
h mean ing 1 * | 

— they e from New 
Roms, Eyes of the Government were ib opened thee 
that the Quakers obtained a Law far e them 
paying. either to the Maintenance off the BEL 

re or the repairing their M _ 3b 

And they tell their Friends, 

na Teal to bear Ber Paier aal Tyte 

Ec. the Eyes of the Government here. kt. have been 

very nearopering too. Their own Words are; It is our 

Belief, that if all Friends here had been in ther? 

T:ftimony again/t Tythes,' the Time of our Deliverance 

from the e dan, nee. this Nati yt gens, 


2 2 the Caſe flood with chem jo 1344. 

| 7 1735, they declare it Ne if | 
among then had imitated the Example of 'thoſe who 

WY Gand and the lung Jinprifers 
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choune bf Friends Sufferihgs in Bugs 


"EF Church-rates, 
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RT ary Ten lg 
in ; bein 

1 Foe a Terr Pond nn rare 
Fc ſand fi E an Ave 

+5 anf in [reland, One thouſand five hundred a and thi 


$2 A 


2 —— ore 1 


8 fame, it ;creates a Suſpicion, 


Bat the Sums are large, panes 0 littls a 
LN — dre 
ering, one would fu Sit was ent th Fw, ard 
Fees : But the-Caſe is far otherwiſe. It appears 
by their Letters , that the principal Sums recovered 
| ac Tb and Char wi included in theſe gros 


A 0 witp „„ thelr Ae e 

| w much ve fr, but of bow mugh they 
Hould have dt the Parſon and the Pariſh, if 

Law had not interpoſed. And when they make up their 
next Account, if they would. tral clearly; — 1 

a e and the Pariſh e Yor ths , 


who is forced to Law: for b:s ont; is the 
and ne the Fern who fared 10 ay hue "ts 
bs Gs Sum ſeveral Years ſo near 
in th. Yeun being &@ ner th 

Fedde G as Sufferers in this Caſe; and 
r e 
refuſe w'pay Tythe and 


Great-Britaiz ; for by their Method, even the 
_ recovered before the Juſtices by the ch and Sth of King 
William, ini be brought 6 this Account cf 
ORE Pann Toes. to bo but — 


appean 

—— for. in the fro Kingdom of 
Britain and —— no one of theſe Years 
aboye- this; —— Accounts for five Years 

ware chick be fy cumin th eu yr: 


2121 wirrwore et 
E 


he in 
often and ſo earnettly, to ſaffer — — 


Friends at the yearly — who call 
ly Merchants and 


pay T ae thengfelves general 
Fibre xe un Fs an Tg 


& 


® la 3687, 2635, 268, 


[14] 
Tythes to „aud therefore are in no danger of. bearing 
any Share he Burden and T have not heard of an? 
of thoſe in Priſon for Church-rates : They pay their 
. Taxes and Cuſtoms like other People, exhort the 
PP 
and Church though equally 
n n Friends | 
have reaſon to complain, 


enen anunn un 


NUN A II. 


RzMAuRG upon @ BILL now Ae in „ Parke 
ment, to enlarge, amend, and 3 more ef- 

95 the Laws now in being, for the mo 

- eaſy Recovery of - Church; rates 

Oblations, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from 

the People called Quaxzrs: And alſo, Re- 

. marks upon a printed Paper, intitled, The Caſe 
of the People called Quazas, 23 CO! 


132 Parliament of the 7th and 8th of A * 
was an Act paſsd, for the Recovery of 'Tythes and 
Church-Rates, not exceeding the Value of Ten Pounds, 
due from Quakers who ſhall refuſe to pay the ſame. 
Which Act was, in the firſt Year of his late Majeſty's 


Reign, extended to all cuſto or other Rights, Dues, 
or Payments belonging to any or Chapel. . 
Theſe Acts, which are vows in Force, provide a fum- 


due from Quakers, i. e. by Warrant from two Juſtices 
of the Peace, with an Appeal from their Ji it to 
the Seſſions; but the Acts leave the Clergy and 
. ice and erdiner 
ummary other legal an 
Methods, as the Laws of the Land have direfted. | 
Under this Benefit of chuſing the Method which was 
ud beſt, the Biſhops and Clergy of thoſe Times could 
have no Objection . 
e 
to rejudices or Influences mar x | 
they were left at full he whe rake be 10 


[is] 


the ether Wa % But as the Deſign of the- Bill now 
in Parliament, is to deprive the Clergy of that 
Liberty, = to confine them, abſolutely, to the. new 
Methods of Recovery firſt created by —— Act, 
22 Reaſon to appreberid. great Ipcceivaniencics 
. 8 5 
The blen vv idw t6 be a Pangle; whe lw 0 
Sort of National Government among themſelves, They 
have their ſtated Meetings 3 Diſtricts in 
the Country; and, in | Meeting' of 
or Repreſentatives from all — 2 the King- 
dom, to treat of the general Concerns of the Body; and 
a Committee of particular Perſons reſiding in or near 
London, to maintain a conſtant Correſpondence with their 
Brethren all over the Kingdom. This united Str 
and the Power they are known to have to direct the Ap- 
ication of it to fuch Perſons and Purpoſes IS 
15 gives them great Influence in Counties and - 
both the forementioned Acta, the T ythes are | 
288 bw, — Prin 
the ers, no more et gur, 
— paid. And ä Latitude in Joes 
ens ina ws the Lythes when carried away, fo the 
— boy aces Reaſon to conſider, in particular; 
Caſes and that fuch a Latitude is leaſt 
likely: to be taken, by Judges who have ſtated Rules of 
Pi and who are not only, ſworn to do Right, 
——— the Parties are poets and 
wunſerviceable. - For which Reaſon, it is ſpeciall 
vided by Act of Parliament (33 H 8. c. 66 5 7 
* no Juſtice ſhall be Juſtice of Aſſize, in the 
46 r or doth inbobt;” and. this not 
picion of his Integri , udg- 
— — 1 7 21 
| Asthe lars fand at peſt, ſeveral of he 
owing that it is in the Power of the Incu 
pr roſecute them in the Exchequer 
d Ways of . ſatisfying him, by themſelves or 
Friends, in ſome eater Shapes than a direcs P. 


ve 


— 


to the mats 0 bead of-ix by th 
hal rm of date 


! 
+ 
1 
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k 


/ 


have been carried on ſince the 


167 


| The Quakers, to induce. the Legiſlature to take from | 
_ the Clergy the legal Remedies which the two forementi- » 


on'd Acts leave them at full Liberty to purſue, have rea 
ted their Caſe in a printed Paper, as follow: 

© Theſe Acts (meaning the Acts beforemention'd) tis 
cc humbly conceived, were intended not onl — the 
1 Eaſe of the Proſecutor, but allo o provent Opprefive 
&« and Ruinous Proſecutions, 

% Notwithſtanding which, thete have been 
cc in the Exchequer, E cclfiafticaly and other 2 
« England and Wales, for Demands recoverable by 


uakers, of whom near Three Hundred were com- 


r 
<« Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently commencedl 


4% for trivial Sums, from Four Pence to Five Shillings, 
« and great Part of them for Sums not exceeding any 
4% Shillings, have been attended with ſuch heavy Colts, 
* and rigorous Executions, that about  E:ghe: Hundred 
« Pounds has been taken from Ten of them, where the 
« Original Demands did not amount to Mun 
— s they ate lad, il be general 
e ions, as are w 
underſtood as a Reproach upon the Clergy. 


many of the Proſecutions may have been by 
£ h — at — 


priators, and many others for Chure 

of Church-wardtns; ſuch Rates being made recoverable 
before the Juſtices, as well as Tythes; and the Dudhers, 
in their Paper as above, do not ſay, Demands of Tythes, 
but Deniands recoverable by the ſaid As. - 
ſuch of them as have been really at the Suit of the Cler« 
gy; it is by no Means probable that many ar to be 
found in that Body, who will.chu/e a long and expenſive 
Method for the Recovery of their Rights, if they 'think 


they may be recorer'd in e anos eve 


faid Acts, above Eleven Hundred of the Peoplecalled- 


nd as” to - 


; 


But ſuppoſe the Numbers of ſuch Proſhoutichs, which . 


be truly ſtated by the Quaters, and that all the Demands 
were ſuch as might have been tecover'd by thoſe AQs{for 
both which F we have only their own Word) 

no Judgment can be made, whether the Motives upom 


one Method, and eee 
| N reaſonable, 


paſſing of the two Acts, to 


Which either the Clergy or Lay. Impropriators dechind 
were reaſonable or un- 


1 421. | 
the C of 
Se e e, 


di into, till ehe Qua ert give a particular Specifica- s 
of 5 Cauſti, Perſons, Places, and Times. 


Ther Mel that the” More exdious and expenſive” | 
Method Hus bee th arid will be, made Choice of out of 
ill, Malice, or Revenge, is a heavy Imputation ;/ant 

it is no more than common Juſtice, that the 
ſhould have an Opportunity to vindicate themſelves from 
10 foil x Charge. And fince the Fitneſs of paſſing ſuch 
a Bill as is now defired, depends not upon the Numbers 
of ſuch Proſecutions,” but reſts wholly upon the 4 
tion that they have been begun and carried on upon ſuch 
A Motives ; it is to be hop'd, that the Legiſlature 

depriys the Cletgy of any Remedy which the. . 


Tabs ee Land have given them, upon a bare 
bf the Naters without any ſuch Specification of 1 
as might gie a Opportunity to enquire into the ſeveral 
Dioceſes, into the Truth of them, and into the Circum- 
afichs of thoſe Sits, and mt enments, which ard 
ales Saget Matter of Com 
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. e Barſoms Pura: 4 painſt the Quakers 

Bill or: Tythes: Humbiy Adee to the Honou- 

4 2 of Great Britain, In” e 
ment aſſembled. 

1225 Sean 
8 chat! it is og for d the Mainelt 
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r ro thay ou, in relation to the Bill riow de 


Tam 292809 of ci Britain, as well 25 4 wy 
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does, he is liable to be proſecuted for Treſpaſs. And it 


is not to he ſuppoſed, the Quaker's Conſcience will per- 
mit him to allo the Parſon to go into his Graunds, to 
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Ae the Law non ſtande, the Parſon can bringra Bill 
of: Diſcovery into Chantery, or. in, the Equ * 5 


the Exchequer; in which Caſe the Farmer is 0 
ſet out upon Oath his tytlisable Matter, and the Lok ; * 
— is liable to Proſeeution for Fs if he is guilty of 
But is every Juſtice in the Kingdom to be erected 
— a Chancellor? Ife nat, by What Proceeding ſhall | 
the Parſon have a Diſcovery in theſe Caſes? ? 22 
II. By Laws as it now ſtands, the Parſon may Sub- 
pang all proper Witneſſes to give Evidence in his Cauſe,” 
t this Bill takes from him this legal Means of Defence; 
it his Neighbours will go, it is well, he may get them 
if he can; but the- Juſtice has no Power —— 
and the Parſon is put to: ſue for his undoubted Right, and 
the Aſſiſtance of- the Lays to enable him e it is 


taken from him. 
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Sr e ** ae to be intitled to 
Co 


1e is probable, he my ordinarily be + the are to. 
the Quarter Seſſions, and Coſts may be againſt: him: 
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IV. If the Quakeroekis Witneſſes give falſe Evidenes 
before the Juſtice, and I bring an Information or Indi. 
ment againſt them, and fail to make a legal Proof, (as I 


' eaſily may do) in that Caſe the Bill ſays, Te Defmaant. 
all recover Treble Cui. 
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V. The Effet this Bill will have-6pon 2 


| themſelves, ought to be conſidered; 
Great Part of them have bid Adieu to tbele un | 
able Pretences of Conſcience; 'and' ield their — ? 
or agree for them, as the reſt of Neighbours do, 
But if this Bill paſſes in compliance to the obſtinate Part, 
thoſe” who have ſubmitted to the Law of their Count 
muſt be aſhamed; and return to their old Pretence 
- compliance — = Obſtinate; who will be eſteemed as 


| Confeſſors, who their Steadineſs have made the Law 
Þ give way, and. «Ar their miſguided Conſciences above 
the Property of their Fellow Subjects. 


VI. As to the Sufferings of the . in their 
| own Caſe they reckon 1100 and upward, profecuted for 
Demands recoverable by the Acts of the 7th and 8th of 
King William. 

Church Rates as well as Tythes are recovetable by the | 
ſaid Acts; and Church Rates are due in every Pariſh 4s 
well as Tythes. 
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Inhabitant of a Patiſh, is liable. to Church 
Rates; but thoſe only. who are Farmers, are liable to 
8 T ythe ; there will remain remain 55 
ythes in N. ears fince the | 
| another, about 14. 
The Pariſhes in En gland | are near, 10,000, and if 
you add Chapels and Curacies, they will noe fall ſhort of 
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alſo an Imp concerned in this Caſe, we 
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that the whole Amount will be 2 
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_-E.Extratts. the Year Epi Meri 
5 e bl Ras. Ka. l 5 


oy Remarks upon a Bill now at in et: 


tz enlarge, amend, and 
Laws now in being, ad rene nes lee 2-7 of. 


Ines,  Churgh-rates, 8 

8 from ue cople called Quakery ; | 

4 alſo, | Remarks printed Payer, Its 
N. 2 of the Pe l called Duakers, _ 


im. Taz Covnray Parzon's PrzA Ac Amer 
Ius OAK EAS TyTHE BILI, 2 7 td. 
(ſp Gm of Gros Helen e ar- 
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. . lap the Put olds Quaker, || 


The Method of bundling up theſs Papers } SANE 
ly to be noted, 

For that, 

The BiLL, though much inveighed RY is not 
regularly open'd in them ; and 
- The Cass,. e of the Debate, is 
printed at the Eng of the une igned to confute it, 
which ſeemeth as if the Compiler intended to prejudice 
the Reader againſt Both the Bil and the Caſe, before he 


ſhould read either. 
So very unfair a Procedure  deferves Animadverſion ; 


and, 
This Anſwer is directed the Author of the Country 
Parfon”s Pla, and not to ter of his Collegues, be- 4 
cau I would har be charged wi dienste expoſe the 
Nat#iinefs of à Father, or with deriding the Dot⸗ge ef a - 
Mother in the Church ; 
I would not be charged with directing my Anſwer 


either to the /ighte/t, or the heavieſt of the Tru te, 
whilſt there is ane to be animadverted upon, and Fare? 
and Capacity have iraifed him above Contempt, even an 
Spite of 'his//otb/{ng Proftitution---of whom the Cauſe of 
Liberty and Virtue might fear us much Miſchief, He 
is knowh to bear Maligniey to it, were not his Abilities 
ſo happily qualifyid by his Repututim, that the moſtim-: 


potent cannot be more harmleſs. 
This Country Parſon'; Plea ulldreſſes itlelf tothe Com- 


mons of Gxeat Britain, in a manner ſeeminghy humble, 


modeſt, and fair. 
*. * 1 is preſumed, ſays the Author, ttt it can be 


ce no Offence for the Meaneſt to offer Nn the 


4 Greateſt; 
2. Nor a Neproach to any Man to bare a reaſonable 


«© Concern for his own Property. 

4 'Pruſting.to'theſe Preſumptions, I make bol, „Ee 
This ſpecious Freamble might induce us to balirys, 
That this Country Parſon is humbl ſubmitting his 

Caſe to an Houſe of Commons better i L ttt 
And not that it is the Fact in this, as "in Ven In- 
ſtance where a Bill for the Reformation of the Chureh is 


brought into Parliament, that one or two 1 
: 4 | W 


2 


[33], 


8 the Bill before it hath had a 
Second Reading, and it franked by the Poſt to the 
Clergy thro the Kingdom, to raiſe a Clamour from their 
Palos inſt the — DGs of ts bee of £: 
= "Ss he Rightof the Houſe of 

been ſo y iſed by their ſpiritual L-----ps, 
that Circular Letters to the Clergy cir pint Ln ; 
and of the two Univerſities have been iſſued, under Co- 
vers inſcribed with R. R. Names, on the bri ing in of 
Bills in three ſeveral Years, viz. Firſt the ythe Bill, 
17 3h next the Ecclefraftieal Court Bill, 7 33> and laſt- 
1y, the Quaters Tythe Bill now dependi 
With Inlolence ſtill more alarming, e Perſons who 
iſſued thoſe Letters have as openly. page the Members 
who brought in thoſe Bills; ſe them in 
ſubſequent EleRions with the Weigh bY urch Influ- 
ence, which that it hath 1 * worthy Members 
I preſume not to believe, I am ſure it ſhall never intimi- 
date me, but if the Fact he enquired into, there are not 
wanting thaſe who will make it fully appear. 
Not that any one laments to have heard theſe Menaces 


ſo frankly Bog! out againſt the. Amber, becauſe if 
inſt 14 


that venerable e their Intereſt in the Lands of 
"England 5 of an Houſe of Commons, it 
wi ſpeedil) move the Wiſdom of Parliament to check 
the ExScbifat of that 988 ne is N bold ith 


People i in the? 7 al tr of their. wogative, 
the Redreſs of, Grievances, muſt alle at the. le * 


their Authority and 55 

"treats them as @ Body of mp Fran wor aprox 
Se Oops 000 we ge all for the Safin. of he 

As if the Commons of ö Great Britain were in 

| t Money for building of Churches and re- 
* pairing of Abbies, but were without a competent ] woe 
dition to examine Abuſes committed by the Clergy in 
heir Suits for Biber and Dues, and for "mor# than their 


This,” abſurd as it is, will be found torun through the 
Plea before 1 a Principle on which the Eftabliſh-, 
ment of Chufch and State is founded, and without which 
eee | .- "a 
& 1:8 


.D 


8 


| En! 
ö EN is, fays the Plea, a Reproach to no Man to have a 
| reaſonable Concern for. Wing n Pr u 
And the whole Argument treats the Bill 26 a Violation 
*of the Parſon's Property, "becauſe it directs in what Man- 
her he ſhall ſue the Lay man for Tythe,  , _. 
* This is contrived to 'eaflame the Clergy againſt the 
Houſe of Commons, 8. . robbing Churchmen of their 


* 1 think the Word e was. never. leſs war- 
rantably uſed, than it hath been on this 2 ON 

The T'ythes of the, Clergy , are the W apes, which, | 
as.Servants of the Publick, they receive fram e * | 
bf the Laws; arid their ihe in thoſe ythes arifin 
purely from the Graces their Remedy in 9 the 
01 depend wholly. on e che Ls I i the egillative 

ower, 
A Layman's Proteſt ecru ; to. him "by Inheritance | 
From hi, Father : Wan 's Freehold, accrues to 
him by the Gift « Fublick, on ſuch Conditions, 
as axe or ſhall be Ae J qualify gs "Tenure of the 


Poſlchon,” or ecove of any AY his: Tricident to if. 
_ By Non: co I ance. OO nditions, : as declared 
| In a ſingle Act of Partiameiit, 1. e. the laſt "Uniformity- 


. ſands bay: bes deprived in a Year, not only 
10 their T Ver bat th » ut (heir No e with NHS 


Yhat Cafe, that as ach ks, they were of thei 
| e date Mead 15 
the e . de only 127% Ws 
e would ir have been endure a Much tet 
"knowing. their Poſſeſſions to be 21 "ey 1 ick 55 
nation ,-theyaſhould have had the Inſolencs td treat 2 
Intereſt incident to.their Pieter as 5 t off 
erty, not belonging to iſpoſitionj d arliament. 
8 Eve very Piri 85 9 A 
muſt be governed, by the Conſideration! oak f pablick 
_ teſt. Sala, Populi Suprema . 
And hothitig can be more itifolerit ö in 
to challenge the Donations of the. Puhlick, as a Property | 
not to be reformed for the Convegie ence of the ae 
To free State, no wile People, ever ſuffered 12405 
Doctrine to paſs unreproved. "The rarian 
the ancient Republicks ne —— It, 6 


15 


3 of the ſame Wiſdom, i 


lass 17 
the equal Diſtribut of Lands, and- re 
the Grievne of exceſſive Prop 2 cc b laing; and re- 


2 Poſſeſhöns of their 
2 3 


aws of England are not without. 
the Reformers of our Church, to their Honour be it, 
ever remember'd, were the en who avowed this Pow- 
er of l . Property to be Tee 


Irs N ament. 
a Act Sent Pits Pence and Di nfations, 


25 Hen. 8. cap. 15. hath this, remarkable Br reface., 
2. Wanke As, It ſtandeth with natural Equity and 


„good Reaſon, that in all and every Laus human, 


© made within this Realm, or induced into this Realm 
© by Sufferance, Conſent, and Cuſtom - Vour Royal 
© Majeſty, and your Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
© Commons, repreſenting the whole State of your 
in this your moſt high Court of Parliament, have 
© full Power and Authority, not only to diſpenſe, but 
© alſo to authorife ſome ele& Perſon or Perſons, to diſ- 
5 with theſe and all other human Laws in this your 
ealm, and with every one of them, as the Beal | 
the Perſons and Matter Hall require ;. and 
id Laws and every one of them to or ako amplify 
8 1 as it ſhall be ſeen unto 
the Nobles and Commons of your 2 6nd in 
© your Parliament, meet and convenient for the Wealth 
6 | of: our Realm. Don "Mt 
G becauſe that it is now in theſe — | 
0 that the State, Dignity, Superiority, Reputation 
Authority of the imperial Crown of this Realm, by 
the long Sufferance of unreaſonable and uncharitable 
* Uſurpations and Exattions, practiſed in the Times of 
c your ml noble Progenitors, is much and ſore decayed 
0 — diminiſhed, and the P cople of this Realm — 
© impoveriſhed, and ſ or rh. be like to continue, if | 
© Remedy be not therefore ſhortly provided: 
It may therefore pleaſe your ok nable Mail, dee, 
q 3 9 Peter Pence and Payments to the See of 


This A& provided againſt the Claims of Foreigners 


we ſhall in the next Inſtance ſee how our Anceſtors dealt 


with the Claims and pretended "ERP of or : 
vn WERE Narivss: £3 2s 3.47 4 Sr 
f =” * 
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55 
| of Monafteries, which had 


The Act for ſuppreſſing | 
not Lands above 200 4. 77 the Year (27 Hen. 8. 


L 


cap. 28.) | 
DxecLARES, r | 
The Lords ang Commons by a great Deliberation 
© finally be reſolved, that it is and ſhall be much more 
© to the Pleaſure of Almighty God, and. for the Honour 
© of this Realm, that the Poſſeſſions of ſuch Religious 
© Houſes now being ſpent, ſpoiled, and waſted Aer In- 
© creaſe and Maintenance of Sin, ſhould be. uſed and 
© committed to better Uſes ; and the unthrifty Religious 
© ſo ſpending the ſame, to be compelled to reform their 
Lives; and thereupon moſt humbly deſire the King's 
© Highneſs, that it may be enacted (to fuppreſe them.) 
To this Act for ſuppreſſing the leſſer Ecclefiaſlical Foun- 
dations, ſucceeded ſoon afterwards the general 'Surrender 
and Diſſolution of all 1 in the Kingdom, 
hen ſo many Impropriations of Tythe became Lay Fees, 
2 were — from he Chorch by Authority of 
Parliament. | WAS 
' Whoever reads theſe Acts, will find 1. That the Re- 
gulation of Eccleſiaſtical Property is ſo far from contra- 
dicting, that nothing can be more natural to the Genius 
of this free Kingdom. | | 
2. That ſuch Regulation of Property in the Church, 
is the only Means by which any People can obtain a Re- 
formation of Religion. „ 
23. That the Parliament of this Kingdom, in diveſt- 
ing the Church of thoſe Impropiations of Tythe, did not 
allow Churchmen to have any Property in Tythe ; 
And (4.) that if the Legiſlature now in being, pro- 
ceeding in the ſame Courſe as our fir? Reformers, ſhould 
think it expedient to aboliſh all Tythe remainipg in the 
Church, or to convert it into Lay Fees, they could not 
want a full and proper Warrant from the Acts of their 
Predeceſſors, ſo Jong as the Acts for Non- payment of 
Peter Pence, and for ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries ſhall re- 
main in the Statute Books. | 
But we are not debating the Queſtion, whether Tythes 
| ought to be continued: The Quakers (as a People who 
think them to be aboliſhed by the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
not lawful by the Principles of Religion for them to pay) 
deſire the Authority of Parliament to be in ſuch manner 
interpoſed, that ſo long as they are laid upon them, it 


* 


| i. EAR: 
may be in the leaſt oppreſſiye Courſe, and by the moſt 
Summary Proceſs. - | RD OS 

The Houſe of Commons, in Compaſſion to their 
Grievances, with the moſt unanimous, chearful, and 
ready Conſent, ordered a BTL IL to be brought in, to enlarge, 
amend, and render more effe tual the Laws now in being, 
for the more eaſy Recovery of Tythes," Church Rates and 
Oblations, and other Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the People 
called Quakers. 8 | 

The Bill, by their Command, hath been printed. 

Tt recites : © — - UTI 
That by an Act, 7 & 8 . III. a Remedy is pro- 
© yided for the Recovery of Tythes and Church Rates, 
© not exceeding the Value of Ten Pounds, where Quakers 
< refuſe to pay them; 22 
That by another Act, 1 Geo. I. the ſaid Remedy 
© is extended as well to Tythes, as to all other Rights, 
© Dues, or Payments from any Quakers belonging to 
© any Church, Chapel, or the Miniſter or Curate there- 
C3 © os 

And it further recites, _ 

| © That it may be convenient to extend this Proviſion 


, _ to a further Sum. 


It therefore enacts, 2 
© That where any Quakers ſhall refuſe to pay or com- 
pound, any two or more Juſtices of the Peace (other 
than ſuch Juſtice as is Patron of the Church, or inte- 
© Teſted in the Tythes) upon Complaint of the Parſon, 
© or Proprietor, or Collector, ſhall ſummon ſuch Quaker 
to appear before them, and either upon Appearance or 
© Default of Appearance (ſuch Summons being duly ' 
© proved upon Oath) ſhall proceed to hear the Complaint, * 
© and to ſtate what is due, and by Order under their 
© Hands and Sealꝭ to direct the Payment thereof, ſo that 
© the Sum ordered do not exceed (a Sum to be limited 
© by this Bill) and ſhall order reaſonable Coſts, not ex- 


c ceeding (a Sum to be limited by this Bill ;) and upon 


C 85 Refuſal of ſuch Quakers to pay according to ſuch 
© Order, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Juſtices, by War- 
rant, to levy the Money by Diftreſs and Sale of the 
© Goods of ſuch Quaker, rendring the Oyerplus (the 
< neceſſary Charge of Diftreſs being thereout firſt de- 
< ducted.) And any Perſon finding himſelf aggrieved 
6 1 ; . ene 

* by this Judgment, may appeal to the next ral 
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5 e 
„Quarter Seſfons, and the Juſtices there 

© proceed finally to hear and determine ts ar, an and 

< to reverſe or affirm the ſaid Judgment; and if the 

continue the E they ſhall give ſuch 

« againſt the Appellant as they ſhall think reaſonable 3 

« and no Certierari, or Writ from any Court ſhall re- 


move or ſuperſede their 8 


It is further enacted, hat if the annual Value of 
© ſuch Tythes or Ducs ach ne not exceed the Sum (to be 
© limited by this Ad) no ſhall be ſued in any 
c other Court or Manner, unleſs the Title of ſuch T'ythes 


_ © ſhallbein 


Queſtion ; 
And that if the Perſon againſt whom f ſuch] Judgment, 
© ſhall be had, ſhall remove out of the 2 
© or Corporation, after ſuch Judgment, Juſtices 
© who made the Order, ſhall certify it to any Juſtice of 
© ſuch Place to which the ſaid Perſon ſhall be removed, 


_ © which Juſtice is authorized to order ſuch Sum to be 


© levied on the Goods and 'Chattels of ſuch Perſon, in 
© the ſame manner as the other Juſtices might, if ſuch 


- © Perſon had not been removed. 


Provided always, that no Diſtreſs ſhall be excelive 
© or unreaſonable, but proportioned, as near as may be, 
© to the Value of the Sum. 

Provided alſo, That where any Quaker complained 
© of, for ſubſtracting, witholding, not paying, or com- 

< pounding for ſuch Tythes or Dues, ſhall inſiſt upon 
© any Preſcription, Compoſition, or Modus Decimandi, 
«Exemption, Diſcharge, Agreement, or Title, where- 


by he ought to be freed from the Payment in queſtion), 


© and ſhall deliver the ſame in Writing to the ſaid Juſti- 
© ces, that then they ſhall give no Judgment in the mat- 
© ter, but that the Perſons complaining ſhall be at liberty 
© to proſecute in any other Court, as iFrhis Act had not f 


„And it is enacted, That ſo much of the before re- 
© cited Add as relates only to the Recoyery of Tythes or | 
© Dues ſhall be repealed ; 

And that any Perſon ſued for any thing done oh 
e ſuant to this AQ, may plead the General Iſſue, and on. 
© that, or any other, give this Act and the Special Mat- 


© been made. 


- © ter in Evidence; and if a Verdict or Judgment ſhall 


6 be for the Defendant, or if the Plaintiff be Nonſuit, 
6 „ 8 
* treb 


1391 | ; 
© lb ible Os; hd 56 Se ll he commune for any 

done uant it brought | 
2 wedelt Time züer fach Cauſe of Acton 


© ariſes; 


« And lafly, This AR is; declared to be e pablick 


This is the Tenor of the Bill: 
A Bill, which by a peculiar Fate, no ſooner was 
brought into Parliament, than it united certain R. R. 
P- tes in the cloſeſt Combination againſt it; and tbey, 
whoſe reciprocal Hatred was as fierce as the Rivalſhip for 
| hang? which occaſioned it was unchriſtian and ſcanda- 
at once laid aſide their n this 
moſt reaſonable Bill, dread the ys of of 
their ſeveral Abit * a — — * — 0 
having in their - oof} upremacy . 
on 00 Ss Prorocation of each othe s Com- 


Alliance, hath ariſen the Cla- 
—— n 


< Minſter of the Po, 15 ve ee the 
© Law, and in having all "Queſtions relating to my 
1 Froperty determined in the Methods of Juſtice uſed in 
© this Kingdom, and not referred to an arbitrary Deci- 
C © fion. 5 negabimus Juſtitiam, is the Language of 
agna Charta.' 
"Tis ks a Supzeſtion, that the Bill deprives the Clergy 
of their Birth-right in the Law, that it ſubjects them to 
a Determination of not uſed in this Kingdom, 
Ne mad eat wa gh x tbitrary Deciſion, and denies 
the Juſtice which is promiſed by Magna Charte. 
| gray of theſe Complaints appear upon Examination 
to have no Meaning, and others to have no Force; that 
is, they — 2 be S did not they want the 
F oundati =_ of Truth, 3 * 
egation of the ( 8 irth-right in the 
is apical to the Affair of 'Tythes, would make a 
Stra er ĩmagine, that either fey were born with the 
indelible Character upon them, or that every Prieſt had 
Inſtitution and Induction of a x Benefic, even in bis Me 
ther's Wamb, IF 


1 . 
If . 


is now paid to the Clergy, were entirely taken away 


they would loſe no Birth- right they have in the Law; 
they might loſe the Benevolence which they receive | 
from the Law, and which the L re have the ſame 
Right to reſume, as ever they had to eſtabliſh, if the ſame 
Resſon which induced the Grant ſhould- require the Re- 


ſumption, if Publict Good ſhould call upon them to re- 


verſe what their Anceſtors conſented to. from no "other 


. Conſideration. 


But tbe Bill hath not 1 the taking away of 
their Maintenance. It gives them ſuch Methods of ſui 


for it, as may be leaſt vexatious in the Proceeding, an 
Geaſt oppreſſiye in the End: a Method of recovering their 


Maintenance, which may not conſume the Subſtance of ; 
thoſe whoſe Labour maintains them. - - . 

This Recovery being given by the] N of two 
Juſtices of the Peace in the nty where the Com- 


plaint ariſes, or, upon Appeal, by the General- Quarter- 


Seſſions of the County by what Colour or * 


; can ſuch Accuſations be brought againſt it? 


The Words of the Great Charter, Null n . 


165 Mariam, are ſpoken by the King, who is ſuppoſed 
a 


ys the Lord Cote) to be 1 in bis Courts of Juttice, 
declaring, We will deny Fuſtice to no Man. | 
Theſe Words intend, tay the Subject ſhall have Re- | 
ſort to a certain Court wherein he ſhall” be determined; 


and not that he mall ſue i in every Court * to his 
Fancy; | 


Un Otherwiſe, he might ſue in the, high Court © Parlia- 
ment for the Sum of i andreight Pence; for oubtleſs, 


the King is, preſent as wells there as in any inferior Court, 


and is ſpeaking the ſame V Words, Nulli negabiongy Ty 


tram. 


The Words then give no Man a Rig t to be Beard ih 
what Court, he pleaſes, but in ſuch, as be appointed 


him; 
And this is the only Birthright, which either Qlergy | 


or Laity can pretend to have in Neterminations : RM: 


ſtions relating to their Prope I 7 
If the Court of San V Injunctions ſhall yr Pod: 


8 ceedings in the Courts of —.— Law; if the 
23233 ee Lay * Prohibitions ſhall Ray | the Proceed- 


ing 


of. Eccleſiaſtical Courts, is the Juſtice promiſed by 
== Charta denied to the Party otra n 
cute in in chold Courts? | 
No; for, be is. not to have the · Advaritage of Law 
contrary to good Conſcience 3 nor is any Man to ſue in 
an improper Court, nor * Court to have Cognizagce 
of an improper Cauſe. 

- And iche e Courts AC La compecticnd with- 

in their Juriſdiction the full View and Superintendency 

of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, if the Courts of Equity have 
the ſame Compaſs in reviewing and ſuperintending the 

Courts of Common Law, with Power to abridge and 

reſtrain their Proceedings as Juſtice may require; / } 

1 ny Fewer, al Courts ad 
the ſupreme Co e.0 
Methods” of — with like Power * 3 

Suits, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe? 

By Magna Charta the King is ſworn to 2 no Man. 
ice, to delay no Man Juſtices &c, that is, he is 
worn to execute the Laws. 

But, is the Parliament bound not to alter the Laws, or 
not to amend, explain, and l _ as the Good of 
the Kingdom ſhall require? 

The King, as Chief Mags vie, is pt this Re- 

ſtraint: In this Capacity He cannot have Cognizanceof 

Pablick Convenience; but the King, Lords and Com- 

mons, as Legiſlators, cannot be reſtrained. They muſt 

provide for Bblick Convenience, as ſuperior to all other 

Conſiderations: So that to limit Parliamentary | Power, 

as if it were Regal Power, is i aide Word with Legiſla- 

tion, ane be charged. art the ords of the Great 

Charter.. 

If therefore the Country Parſon is enabled by Parlia- 
ment to ſue in any certain Court,” and may receive a 
Determination according to the Uſage thereof, Jaftice 
15 not denied him. 

The Words of the Plea, in ſetting forth the Hardſhips 
the Parſon muſt-ſuffer from this Bill, ſuggeſt, that the 
Power of Juſtices of the Peace to determine Queſtions 
of Property without Appeal, is a Method ot Juſtice 
not uſed in this 8 TIP 
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A Suggeſtion fo.falfe, and. ſo fully to be diſproved 
rn s Uſage, grounded on the Laws of the 4 
dom made under many Kings, that 1 will charitab 
hops. the Author of the Pla rather forgot than conceatl 
the Facts which confute him. 
It is a Method of: Juſtice uſed in Queſtions of Pro- 
rty between the ing and the Subject, where the 
Publ ick Reuenue and the Trade of the Kingdom are 
concerned, and here the Value of the Property in 


Queſtion, muſt beyond all comparative Proportion ex- : 


cel the Value of e whole Tythe of the Kingdom. 
Thus the. Statute x2.Car, 2 Cap. 24. gives the Gene- 
ral Quarter Seſſions of the County Power to- adjudge, to 
— nao Picton compound, or- leſſen the Forſeitures and 
eee the Laws of Ex- 


* no Certirrari f ſhall ſuperſede their Proceedings, or 
any. of their Orders relating to Exciſe,” 

Bx the 14. Car. 2 Ca. IT. Any Juſtioe com- 
mit Perſons hindring Officers of the Ciftoms in the Ex- 


Caution of their Offices 3 and the Juſtices at the Quarter 


inflict the Penalty by of 100 upon him. 

By 1 Fac. 2. cap. Juſtices of the Quarter 
Seſſions are Yearly at Ex 17 20 and Michaelmas toaſcertain 
the Market-price of Corn-or Grain i 

A by 5 & 6 A. & M cap. 7. are to ſettle the 
| Price of Salt and Rock Salt. 

And by the Statute 8. fn, cap. 18. two Juſtices 
day ſettle the Aſſiae of Bread, from whom there may 
be an Appeal to the Generat Quarter Seffions only. 

Alſo by:the Statute 12 Anne, Furl. 2. Sei 1: cap. 18. 
three Juſtices have Power toadjull the Charge of- balving 
ſtranded Goods. 5 
FA; further, Juſtices of the Peace have: Power given 

em., 

By the 20 and 32 + Sia 2. to conridi Parſons who 
offend: againſt the Acts prohibiting the Importation of 
3 Ec. wh they may enn . three 

ths 

By the 1 June, . 21 they have Power: to.conviek 
23 knowingly, receiving, or buying Goods elan- 
deſtinely run or imported, whom they may, for want of 
Diſtreſs) impriſon for three Months. 


1 By | 


11 


& 4 cap. 14. they have Power to 
like os o do not pay the Penalty of 20 6. per 
Buſhel for Salt brought from Scatland, whom' they may 
iſon ſix Months. ; 

3 is. likewiſe given by the 0 & 11 3. cad. 22. 
That the Juſtices of the Peace at their General 
Seffions ſhall hear and determine Matters relating to the 
Duties on Salt, upon any Appeal by Perſons grieved by 
the J t of two Juſtices ; and the Determination 
gy eneral Quarter Seſſions ſhall be final. 
And by the Act 1 Geo, cap. 10. 

. cls 

in - y of 201. 
ingin or for want of it "commit the — 
twelve Months Im ifonment. 

. e Gov. I. cap. 21, and 8 G 7, 

I 

Tias Juſtices reſiding near the Place where Seizures of 
Brandy or Veſſels of Burthen of fifteen Tuns ſhall 
2 3 Virtue of any ee 

uncuſtomed prohibited Goods from Shi 
— or for re landing Certificate or Debenture 
from Ships outwards 3 and where Seizures of — or 
other Cattle or Carriages ſhall be made, for deing uſed in 
the removing or conveyance of ſuch Goods : 

Shall examine into, hear and determine all ſuch Sei» 
zures, and their Judgment ſhall be final, and not liable 
to any Appeal (even to the Quarter Sefſrons ) nor to any 
Writ of Certiorars. 

And that the Juſtices of Peace may be enabled to hear 
and determine Queſtions of Property, it is (enacted 


The A& 7 & 8 JV. - 30. that Perſons refuſing; 
when ſummoned by ay to appear and give 
Evidence on any Information before ſuch Juſtices, for 
Offences againſt the Laws of Exciſe ſhall forfeit ten 
Pounds. 

3 will now be incun{$ent an the Clergy, or their Ad- 
vocate this pleading Parſon, to ſhew why the Clergy”s 
Property in Tythe ſhould not for the Eaſe of the Subj 

of England, and for the Attainment of ſpeedy Juſtice, 
be heard and determined by the ſame Methods which the 
Treaſure of the Crown, _ the Property of pays" 
a > jan 
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and Perſons Ititerefled in all the Branches of Trade muſt 


ſubmit to without Appeal. © | 


Theſe Laws affect not only the Liberty and Property 
of private Dealers, not only the Revenue which ſupports 
the Civil Government, but the Intereſt and Eſtates of 


that vaſt Body the National Creditors, who have truſted 


their Properties to the Faith and Honour of Parliaments; 
nor do theſe Laws leſs affect the Funds on which the cur- 
rent Service of the Vear, and the Safety of the King and 
Kingdom muſt at all Times greatly depend. | 

| Ti heſe Laws, as they were enacted to determine 
Queſtions of Property, in Caſes of this tranſcendent 


Value and Importance, have been always eſteemed Laws 


of rigorous Advantage in favour of the Property which | 
they are to recover and maintain. & eh 
They are Laws whieh · by thoſe Perſons who are ſued 


in Conſequence of them, and according to the M 


preſcribed in them, have ever been conceived leſs indul- 


nt or eligible than any other Laws upon which Suits or 
Proſecutions 4 TENTS 
And the Extenſion of theſe Laws to other Branches of 
Trade, as it was lately propoſed, occaſioned the greateſt 
Vneaſineſs amongſt thoſe who are liable to be ſued in theſe 
Methods, that ever was known in our Times. 

Yet this ſevere and rigorous Method of Juſtice have 
the People called Puakers defired of the Legiſlative Pow- 
er for the Recovery of Tythes againſt them, rather than 
continue liable to the Multiplicity of Suits, the Protrac- 
tions of Cauſes, and exceflive Coſts of Suit, which -are 
not leſs grievous to themſelves, than odious tp the Laws, 
and repugnant to natural Juſtice, .- © 

T hey wiſh not to be ſued in this Method, becauſe it 
is indulgent; They and all Mankind know it to be a 
Method ſufficiently ſevere upon thoſe who are ſued : but 
they pray it from a reaſonable View, that they may not 
- _ by Suits in- all Shapes carried on without 

nd. | : 
They know it to be a for Method of recovering 


' *T'ythe, and are only follicitous for it, becauſe it is ſhort 


as an Obſtinate Nonconformi/t ; he may gratify unchri- 


and ſpeedy, | 22 
This may be the Country Parſon's real Objection to 
the Method. For, he may deſire to proſecute the Quaſer 


ſtian 


[45] RE 
"Ain Re againft Diſſenters, by carrying on oppreſ- . 
five 850 225 them; and Aba this — 4 
Reaſon complain, that any Reftraint of ſuch Suitsalenies 
bim the Methods of Fuftice uſed in this ena apo GR) 

It appears from the Statutes already cited, to be a Me- 
thod of Juſtice ordained by Law in Caſes of the moſt 
Haney important, and valuable Concern. 

But whilſt this Reverend Order oppoſe it, as a Method 
of Juſtice not uſed in this Kingdom, and therefore not 
fit to be uſed in determining Queſtions which relate to 
- their Property : 

Can it be thought credible that the Clergy. incited, 
purſued, and eſtabliſhed it themſelves, as a Method of 
13 in puniſhing Quaters, and all other Proteſtant. 

iſſenters, for the oils + N according to their 
Conſciences, inflicting upon them Fines, Impriſonment, 
and Baniſhmegt from their Country by the ſame Arbitra- 
ry Deciſion ; which as zealouſly as it was ſought for in 
faking away the Eſtates of Nonconformiſts, is ſogrievouſſy 
complained of as taking away the Birthright of the 
_ Clergy in the Law, and depriving them of their Main- 
tenance: ur c. 

If we look back to the Act inade in the fourteenth 
Year of Charles the Second, entitled, An A to prevent- 
AM n and Dangers arifing by the People called 
| en; 

There it will appear, that Juſtices of the Peace, at 
the Quarter Seffions, had Power to convict by notorious 
Evidence of the Fa, and to fine, puniſh, and tranſport 
wat on Conviction of their holding that. Perſua- 

n 

Strange that the Clergy ſhould . think the arbitrary 
Deciſion of a Quarter Seffions competent to take away 
the Fortunes of this People, to baniſh them from their 
Country ; yet incompetent to determine Suits brought 
againſt them for Tythes! 

With Regard to Proteſtant Diſſenters of all Denomi- 
nations, the ſame Method of Proſecution was eſtabliſh'd 
by the Influence of the Clergy. - 

The Qzferd, five Mile Act, ſo called, becauſe it re- 
ſtrained diſſenting Teachers, from coming within five 
Miles of any Corporation; 17 Car. 2. cap. 2. — 


Enacted, 
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- EmaQted, that two Jolies might commit Omas 


| of their own conviding to no Jeſs than ſis Months Im- 


, 
And-by the A- o ahl flitin cu. 


I. Tue Statute 16 Cor. 2. cb. 4. 
Two Juſtices were authorized for the firſt Offence to 
nne the Party.five Pounds, or to impriſon without Bail 
for three Months, and their Certificate was to be a Re- 


cord of Conviction. 
2. For the ſecond Offence they were to infliQ a-finp 


18 VIZ. 


of ten Pounds, or fix Months Impriſonment : 


And, for the third Offence they mi tranſport 
de fender for ſeven Years, unleſs he —— hundred 
Pounds before the End of the Seſſions. 

II. The Statute 22 Car. 2. cap. 1. 
The Convictions were to be 88 the 
Peace, and the Fines to be levied by their Warrants of 


Diſtreſs, though in ſome Caſes to the Value of twenty 
Pounds. L E - | 
2. The Appeal of the Party aggrieved was to be to 
the Quarter Seſſions, and no Court was to intermeddle 
with any Cauſes of Appeal upon this Act, bat they were 
to be finally determined by the Quarter Seſſions only. 
3- And a Juſtice of the Peace in one County, was 
teertify to te Juſtices in in any other of the Flight of 


; Sits Laws which were obtained before the 5 
Revolution, and were diſpenſed with afterwards by | 
Toleration AF, in favour of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
general, and by the Affirmation Act in favour of the 
Quakers in particular, 

SHEw the Deciſion of Fuſtices to be a Method i in great 
Repute and Eftimation with the Clergy before the Re- 
volution. 

And though they now ſuggeſt it to be a Mnthod of 
Juſtice not uſed in the Kingdom ; yet the Clergy them- 
ſelves, after the — inſerted the Cla 4 in the 

Afirmation Aft, which 15 Juſtices of Peace the fir/# 
thes. 


Co Carine Duakers 
T y inferted them in a Law which had no relation 


to Tythe, and they would not agree that the Quakers 


Affirmation ſhould be taken inſtead of an Oath, unleſs 
Juſtices 


191 


2 peace might he truſted wich ie arbitrary. 
ifion of their Tythes: | 
A Deciſion which the think reaſonable to. conelude 


--—> but not the in Queſtions relating to 


* 

TG the Power of Juſficor of Prace is 4 and 
wholeſome- Proviſion, when given for the t of the 
Clergy. But an un at and arbitrary Method when uſed 
for the Eaſe of the 

Thus it is right to Dut che Qual wat of all the 
King's Favour: when the Parſon holds it expedient to 
recover T ythe- in the Country; but it is denying — 
Parſon the uſtice of the Great Charter, if 
his Option he- is referred to a Deciſion in the Coun 
p hes the Quaker (hall have no Option of Coures of 
Juſtice to deſend the Property which the Law hathi giv 
en him in mnt Tonths of his Subſtancez 

But the Parſon ſhall claim. Eiberty- to proſecute in 
Town and Country, in Feffminſfer-Hall, the 

icul Gurt, and the en Seffions, without 

int, for the ſingle Tythe in which he hath an In- 
tereſt, or e ny Juſtice of Magne 
Charta is denied him : 

And, the Quaker ſhall have ſuffered Proſecutions for 
Years together; 
et the Country Parſon full ell us that this Decifion' 
by „de of the Peace, takes the Clergy's Birth- 
right in the Law, and is a Mot of Juſtice not u 
> SUE APBS 

he try Parſon, I ſay, fu eg! 51 

For, I can hardly an, 1 that any Man above dat 
Inu Obaracter, would befo ſcandaloufly. weak, as to ſug- 
geſt a Fa, which the pooreſt Country Plowman, from” 
daily Experience, muſt know to be he falſe, | 

And were it poſlible, that one of greater Eminence | 
could fo far be wanting in his Duty to Truth, to his 
God, and his Reputation, it would ſhew him to be con- 
firm'd in that «nþlu/bing Proflitution which takes Delight 
in the want of honeſt Shame, though Enemies aer, 
and Friends are confounded at his Infamy. 

A Parſon of this Habit only, could be capable of add - 
R Complaints, the Clamour 


againſt 
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agalaſt the Determination of Juſkicts in their Quariey | 
| Seffions, as an arbitrary Decifion / 

As if it were more arbitrary than a Deciſion of a Court 
of Equity, where a Clergyniari muſt ſue for his 'T yen. 
if he is diſſatisfied with Common Law. 

Or, as if it were more arbitrary than the Dein of a 
Court of Deligates, where he muſt have his laſt Reſort, 
if he ſues by Eccliſiaſticul Procels, 

It might be = 1-0 wh from this Complaint of an ar- 
Bitrary Decifion,” that the Clergy were remarkably fond 
of Trials by Juries, where the Verdict is in the Judg-- . 
ment of Twelve Men ſpecially impannelled at every 

Aﬀize: And that they oppoſe a Deciſion by ane gr two 


only, and diſlike a Dernier Reſort to a Standing Set f 


Juſtices: * 

Vet, ſtrange as it may ſeotn;” it is certainly true, that | 
of 115 3 Suits for Tythe againſt the Quakers, 1094 of 
the Number ſought either ſor the arbitrary Deciſion of 
Courts of Equity, where the laſt Reſort is to the Houſe 
of Lords, or for the more arbitrary Deciſion of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts, where the laſt e is to a Court of, 
* . * — 3 

he Bill now Ani 0 0565 the Parſon, - 

as well as the Quaker, to abide by the Decilion . 
Court of Quarter Seſſions; 

And amending the Acts of King Wi Jam an King 
George the Firſt, which gave the Parſon: his Option 
ſuing in this Method, this Bill being n bo. reſtrain 
him from ſuing in any other: 

Let us hear the Country Parſon's ObjeRion 0 this: 
Variation of the Law. © 

© The Acts of King William (ſays he) took no Re- 
medy froni me; they provided an eaſy Remedy for the 
Recovery of Quakers Tythes and ſmall T'ythes, Nay: 

did not ſhut up the King's Courts againſt me, but 
me at liberty to take the -new Method, of if it way 
neceſſary, to reſort to the old ones. 
For this I had Reaſon to be thankful; til have at 
© ways choſen the new Method for my-own ſake and 
my Neighbaur's ſake. 
- After fach an Acknowledgment that the Remedy is. 
eaſy, that the Parſon had Reaſon: to be thankful-for it, 


and always had choſen it; Would any Man believe that 


ſince thoſe 3 have taken place, the Clergy have —_— 


[49] | 

an ia the melt epprefiiveMcthods yo efs than 1453 Pro- 
ſeeutiane7 ” a HI 7 TIN» Rn — 
The Reaſon of which ri Suits ſeems to be, that 

the mate Meintle do not anſwer the Parſon's Intention in 
Words of the Country Parſon's Plea, which afferts, 
that the Law was deſigned to puniſh the Quaker -with- 
holding T-ythe:from-the-Parſbrii T | 
So. that the R of Tythe is not: ſufficient to the 
Parſon, unleis he:can puniſh by the Method in which he 

Te Patſon, as 2 Principle of his Religion, holds 
Tythe to be of Divine Rigbt. 5 99 | 
Te Quater, as a. Principle of his Religion, holds 
Tythe ta be aboliſh'd by the Inſtitution of the-Chrifian 
The. Law gives. the Parſon Tythe as a Temper! Inte- 
3 And the Parſon — — only to recover 
ythe, but to avenge. the:Divine Rigbt of his Order 


n the ter, who calls it Antichriſtion. : 
Pe v6. 4 — Aker cinnot _ ane ythe which 
all of bis Sect hold to be againſt Conſcience, 


He can by Law recover it in any Court; And if the 
Proceedings of ſome Courts are more expenſive than 
others, he will ſue in thoſe Courts, that he may puniſb 
the Quaker in the Method of gucoering Tytbe. 

This may agree with the boundleſs Ambition and 
cauſeleſa Cruolty of „fd Reclefiaſticks, but it would be 
reproachful to the Juſtice of a Legiſlative Power that 

allo one Part of the Subjefts to take Advantage 
of the Unhappineſs,. the Infirmity, or Religious Preju- 
dices of another Part, for the Ends of Vexation and ; 
preſſi _ FROM | a7 >: 4 
Vet this is the Caſe, whilſt the Parſon may worry 
Quakers for Ty the.in every Court at his Will. 

If the Parſon ſues in the Exchequer, or proſecutes in 
the: Ecclefialtical Courts, he can opprefs the ya ler 
with: heavier Coſts ;- and perhaps, by Litigioufneſs, may 
for the Benefit of his Church, add the tenth Part of a 
Farthing to the Rate of ba Pythe. 1 
Will the Parſon then be ſo charitable as to fue before 
the | r 
preſs the Quaker with ? Fa VE 
reach Iv 0: 
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to; for 2 ra ſays the le andy Parſon, was my 
h ” Pun15H the Quaker fo En Jon me of my 
Tythes. 

He will JOLLA where ho tn puniſh the Quaker 
with the greater Effect; and that 1. whoſe Proceed- 
ings are moſt. chargeable will be the nnn . 
Parſon can r LY 

Therefore, + 

To make Eccleſiaſtical, Power terrible. among 8 
conformiſts, to ſubdue their Oppoſition to the Pride, the 
Inſolence and. Uſurpation of unconſcionable Churchmen, 
to make ſevere Examples of thoſe who oppoſe Divine 
—.— and to indulge a litigious inſatiably-covetous 

emper ; 

The Parſon will ſue for Tythe, not where be may 
eaſily recover it, but where he can with greater Advan- 

at once recover and oppreſs. , 

This is called a foul Charge on the Qlergy, aud their 
Advocates want a Specification of Suits, that they may 
be able to vindicate their Conduct. 

The Suits ſhall be ſpecify d in the proper Courſe of 
Enquiry-----In this Place it is enough to obſerve, That 

as foul as the Charge can be, tis a Practice which every 
— hath at his Option; and whether it be fitting 
that the Qergy ſhould be truſted with Power to Oppreſs, 
is a Queſtion of ſo eaſy a Diſcuſſion, that they have not 
a Friend in the World, who, as to his own Particular, 
would chooſe to live at their Mercy. 

It is taking away this Power to oppreſs, which occaſi- 
ons ſo great an Alarm. N 
The Country Parſon, zealous for this Power, pretends, 

that the Want of it will expoſe him to Injury. 
© The Quaker, ſays he, knowing that I have no Re- 
© ſort to the Law, but muſt be eoncluded by the Juſti- 
© ces in the Country, will not only keep all w Tythe 
© from me, but wi uſe all his Art —— cation to 
© reduce the Value by the Judgment in the 2 2. 5 8 
The Juſtices in the Country will be under a 'T emp- 
c 2 to uſe this Power to cultivate an Election-TIn- | 
© ter 

© Many Quakers are Freeholders ; and as they are 
great Traders, have Influence over many others, and 


whe will a as one Man in Oppoſition oth Parſon 
| Fol I have 
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„hre bat ane Pate for the "County, and no I- 


"This O auen i e grounded altogether on a Suppoſiti- 


4 That the Quakers, one of the leſſer Bodies of Diſſcn- | 
ters, are ſtronger in Property and Intereſt, than all the: 
vides; of 'the Church of W thei two Univerſities | 


aſequently, That the rs Weight in Trade 
11 bear down the Clergys — Land; And, 
That Country Gentlemen will court an Election In- 
tereſt, rather among the Quakers than the Clergy 3 
whereas in Fact, two Thirds of the Counties of Ber- 
land are ee! in their Cooney: Elections by Church 
"And in der Counties will GE or the Parſon 
be moſt li 3 ee the artiality of Country 
Gentlemen? | 
"This Parſon ſays he has Jue ons Pee; which; & hain 


3 ne He hath mire. 


He ſays bath no Intereft, which I am equally ſorry 
for ; becauſe, 8 it nnn bad 
Character. N 

But can this Allegation be — Can a Beneficed 

Clergyman have no Intereſt where he hath ſuch a Pro- 
prey Tythe, and where every . Farmer muſt GT to . 
ill, to avoid oppreflive Proſecutions ? Lot 

This Power of maintaining a Multitude of Suits is ; the 
moſt formidable Power of the Crown. And, if àn Of- 
ficer of Exciſe can in ſome Degree influence Votes in 
Elections by his Power to oppreſs (which many Statutes 
provided to reſtrain ſuch Influences have declared) Can a 

man, having Power to proſecute, be without the 

ſame Influence over the Votes of his People ? and is there 

not the ſame Reaſon to reſtrain.it? vine: 1 

| 1 — — ano by his Intereſt with the more de- 
and yield his Intercourſes with the Sick, 


by by his — of all the Family-Afﬀairs in his Pariſh, 
and by reconciling even the Quarrels which He foments, 
may procure to himſelf te RE ee over the 
Mane of his TOs > 

* 00 34 
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ok his Property in in: their Lands is 


| added to his CE ton, in their private Affairs; when 


Fear cooperates with Kinkieky and Ne can awe thoſe 


into Submiſſion whom He cannot perſuade to love Himo 
What Pariſhioher, having Vote in ERxctions, can 
eſuſe it to the Requeſt of his Parſon ? / 
| E-was-ever of Opinich, a Clergyman muſt 920 
the worſt Judgment of any 
X be bath not the Beſt Int 
And, the Pretence that Pryab 6f T'ythe by Juſtices 
of Peace will become ſubſervient to an Eleftion-Intereſt, 


might naturally make a Quaker fear to abide this Tryab 


here the Biaſs of the dnnn. 
lity be in Fayour of the 

But is this the Difference between = Parſon and the 
Quaker? = 
Tbe Juſtices, Gems ſo thuch bialled, dine duly by 2 
fp dy Deciſion oy the Tithe; and, this will not * 
n 

- Whereas the Parſan covets a — Suit : in an eu 

ſive Court, which may not ny ares" his b en 
| 7 gratify his Revenge.” , 
' With this View he gebe — in 
Trade, and Intereſts in Elections; 

Ax if it could tranſcend that Intereſt in Land 4nd 
Power in Elections, which the Tythe of the Clergy, the 
Endowmerit of Chapters, Colleges, and Univerſities, 
and the Epiſcopal Nevenues of. the e have eſta 
bliſhed in Favour of the Church: 

- 'A Power, that every Man ſ%es to be daily increaſing 


Sbm tile Capacities of that Corporation, which is ena» 1 


bled ta purchaſe all ihe” Lands ef A. in Murr. 
main: ' 

A Power, chat, with in the Courſe of Time, if it be 
n its Progreſs, extend its Sway over all the 
Property of the Kin „tho contrary to. the Genius, 
and tending to the ion of this free Government 
Wich the View of ſupporting this exorbitant Power 
the Country Parſon takes the Infamous ene bo wg 
w Juſtice of all Mankind. 

Fis bis Grievance, 'Fhat, 

1. By this Bill he muſt be ty'd Ig for the Vakic 


© whoſe 


x OE * Tythes, by he Judgment of twoJuſtices, out of 


an in his Neighbourhood 
Eee; | 


o 


1321 ü 
© whoſe Lands Were anÞmlios Tenants ey 


« jt 
2. The two Juſtices-mho gave the Sentence will ba 
© on the Rene ache Quan — if they: are not, 
©" may happen that their Brother Juſtices:may think it 


© more fixpal pedient that a Parſon: ſhould loſe forty: or fiſty 
©. Shilling * Grmiemen Julie of the Pace hold be 
«wort ntlemen Ir of the Peace thould de 
ſuſp Partial 

Miniſtry will be beſt wichou a 
* 25 Theok by the Iniquity and Partiaticy of Wit- 
© hefſes; Who are generally Farmers and. Countrymen, 

< and undervalue the ya though by Nu. upon 


© their Oaths. 
This is the decent and charitable Manner i in which 


the Country Parſon. expreſſes himſelf of the-whole People 
of E . from the Country Cn down to the: 
—_ 7 
As if the Gentlemen in the C. of the. Pane 
for the ſeveral Counties of Englang, h — 
poutation for Juſtice, and as few Temptations to be par- 
tial as the Judges of an Eccleſiaſtical Court, who, though 
the Creatures of any fit there to decide the Pro- 
perties of aymen: Or, 

As if it were afoul on any Man who wears 4 
Caſſbek, to ſuppoſe he will be oppreflive in his-Suits,. or 
enormous in his Exactions, though manifeſtly-for the en» 
no of his F. 'amily, and anne his Adver- | 


we a modeſt and faiv Accuſetion, that aons.of the 
Gentlemen of England are ſufficiently impartial, 1 to ren. 
he firſt Allegation, 
That the Parſon will dci down for dle Value of 
6+ bb Tythes w the Judgment of two Gentlomen, out 
< of -whoſe Eande-the Fythe _ of whoſe. n 


pay it. r * 
' Is abſolutely ale: 
Berauſe, 1. The Bill ences fuck nee ar ap! 
ways intereſted in the Tythes 5; p wt” : 
2. The Purfon whomay complain to any officer, 


never wilt complain eu um ene, out of "whkols _ * x 
IE or whoſe Tenant pays it 5- * 2 


f | He 


„ 
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He will Fave the Whole Commiſſion: of the Rue te 
E two Juſtices out of, and will certainly apply were | 
hath moſt Expectation of Pantiality to hs Onder, 
- The next Allegation, + 
That when two Fuftices the 3 have given 
© Sentence; the Gentlemen of the County may think . 
more expedient that the Parſon ſhould loſe forty or 
-- ©: Shillings (a great Part of his Demand) than that — 
of their er Brethren ſhould be ſuſpected of Partialityz - 
Is abfurd, malicious falſe, and ſcandalous. - 

It not only reflects on the Honour of the Gentlemen 
of England; but ſuppoſes, that two Juſtices.cannot err in: 
their — without Suſpicion of Partiality: And, 
It ſuppoſes, that all the Gentlemen of a Country will be 

partial and unjuſt, rather than that two of their Brethren 
ſhould be accounted ee in any particular Judg- 


ment. 


Did the Country Parſon — to think —— of Judiei- 

al Proceedings from thoſe in Ecclgſiaſtical Courts ? Is 
the 3 of the Dioceſe, or the Dean of the 
Arches, partial in favour of the Clergy, left the Church 
ſuffer Scandal. from the Suppoſition at a Clergyman, | 


who Jaſes his Cauſe; is unjuſt in his Suit ? 
What have the landed Gentlemen of this Kingdom 


done to offend this Parſon, that they, who of all others 
are moſt intereſted in the publick lp mes ſhould be 
N as leaſt of all qualify'd to adminiſter publick Jul- | 
_ tice? 
Or, that they ſhould be treated as a Band of Rappa- | 
Tees, combin'd to ſupport each other in Acts of Injuſ- 
tice ; 
And, leſs to be ſuſpected of deciding Suits impartially, 
than that wooden Implement of Church- Power, who 
ges by Commiſſion from the Clergy, who owes them 
artiality in Requital for his Promotion, and is tempted. 
to encourage a Multitude of Suits to encreaſe his own 
Fees of Office ? |; 
I hope the Gentlemen of the County whewia this 
candid Parſon reſides, will make him the moſt publickAc- 
| knowledgments of theſe indiſcriminate Reflections, which 
ſo remarkably diſtinguiſh his Humanity as a Gentleman, 
his Politeneſs as a Scholar, his en as a e 
and his Charity as a Chriſtian, 


* ” 
Ve ; 
1 


6, 
WF... > 
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A i ih hgh üg derbe en esd 

mitted to ſit amongſt them; becauſe a Man, who can "i 
think of them as ſuch a partial Set of Miſcreants,” 
4 probably be an Example to juſtify his own Reflec- 


"Aa as to the Charge on the Farmers and Countrymen, 
who are repreſented in every Part of h Plea, as 
the Clergy of their Maintenance by their Iuiguity 
Perjury, in undervaluing the Tythes,' it will be a a. 
cient Anſwer in general, that if there was leſs Avarice 
and Injuſtice in the Clergy, they wou d be leſs forward 
in accuſing the Country of Iniquity and Perjury. 

It is Fact, that the Farmers in general never gave e 
Parſon ſo high a Rate for his T'ythe, but he look d on | 
it as below his due, and were they to give him 'nine 
Tenths of their Subſtance, it would not ' ſatisfy the rave- + 
nous Spirit of ſome Clergymen, ſo long as the Farmers 
retain one Part in ten to themſelves. 

Is this ſeverely ſpoken of the Clergy ? Let any Man 

whether it can be more ſevere than warrantable, 

2 provok d by a Clergyman, who is capable of defa- 

ming all' the Gentlemen of England as partial and unjuſt- 

Judges, and the whole Yeomanry of England as Knaves' 

prod Dealings, and porjur'd Villain in Courts of 
Ice. 

Perſuading myſelf, that ſo much as hath been ſaid on 
this Subject will vindicate the Honour of Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen, and their Competency for the Justin which 
is given them by this Bill; 

J proceed to examine the reſt of the Pretences, chat it 

muſt i injure the Parſon's Property : 
| Of which none can_ be more enflaming, than the 
Complaint in the 16th P 

No Quaker, ſays the Parſon, will, after ſuch a "I 
© ſhall be — 1 et out his Tythes, but will retain 
them to his own Uſe; and I ſhall be debarred of ha- 
© ving them in kind, how neceſſary ſoever they be to 
© my own, and my Family's Subſiſtence. , 

* By this Law, the P cannot ſet his own Tythe, 
© and carry it away, but the Occupier of the Land 
6 OP out; and if the Parſon intermeddle with 
0: before 7am hath ſet out the Tythe, 
© he is liable to an Action. 38 

. 


ﬀ 


1 56 1 5 
0 The Quaker's Conſvience will not permit ace - 
7 out the Tythe: 80 — 972 4 —— on one Side, and 
the Quaker's;Confcience-on the other, no Tythexan 
© ev En oe ouvierthis Cale. 
grievous Colas: 


ould any Man imagine, after this 
— the Law on one Site, and the Wah-, Can. 
Cie 


nee on the other, that the Bill actually gives the Par- 
ſon a better Remedy than ever to receive his A in 
is n, 


Kind ? And, that if they are really neceſſary to 
or his Family's Subſiſtence, he may have them in Kind 
of the Quakers by the Aid of this Bill? 


He ſays, the Quaker $: Conference will nat; permit: king: 


ts ſet out the Tythes: 


But then, . the Bill 72 the Juſtices Wareznt ſhalt 
y 


immediately levy theſe Tythes: 


So that: the Diſtreſs may be made upon the tytheble. 


Matter, and the Parſon may have it in Kind, with 
mo Meaſure than if the Quaker had fer. out his 
ythes 3 * * 
And the Quaker ſhall pay the Cofls IT 
This is eaſy Juſtice. | 
But the Parſon hath alledg d, That by he Lenin 
„Being he may recover Treble A of . 
Quaker not ſetting out his Tythe.. 
| This is the Parſon's real Objection againſt the Bil; 
and a moſt Conſcrentrou Objection it will appear: to he; ; 


For, 
- 7, The Parſon knowing the Quaker to be oefirained-by- 
| Seruple o of Conſcience from ſetting out his Tythe, looks 


the of Treble Damages to be a ſute Intereſt, 


upon 
which he hath at preſent in every Quaker's Property; 
and whereas he bath but ane Tober any other Man, he 


takes Three of every Quaker, or &x: — tbe 


Haun from the Produce of the hand, beſides deſtroy- 
ing great Part of the Ramanider,, by | loading him with” 
Cofts of 'Suits, 

Can you think then, chat dhe Pan Wil ont 
to a Law which may pin him down to his Fjxheandy, and 
not allow him to recover treble ewes iy we 
in in his Pariſh? 

Can you think that, whitſt:the Quaker's Defaiilt- of 

ſetting aut Tytbe- is ſo praſi table:to the Parſon, ha will ever 

conſent that a Juſtice of the Peace hau, them out 4 


— 


but it would be a_Reproach to Publick 
ere they ſuffered to demand Three times the 4 
ir Tytbes in the King's Courts, dn paetfince 
- being ſet « hen any two 7 tc 


fatiefy the Parſon, there i an Expadis 
ent, which, as I have heard and believe, the. Quaker 
Will not oppoſe, and which muſt flence the Parlon' 


their Warrant to levy the Value of the Tythes w 
Beers r ds may by their Warrant . 


— 52 bo ſet thee out when they ought to be paid in | 
Te Law, in is Cal, will not impoſe it on the 


* . out the Tythe, which the Quaker from his i Ser 
of Conſcience, 2 to ſet out Himſelf. And - 


Parſon will not then have the Plea, of e $ od 5 


going to Law for his Tythes, nor the 
72 luing the Quaker for three times the Va- | 
them. S 
e anſwer, chat this will be a Proviſioit 
the — — Great Tythes, as Corn, Hay, &c. 


5 


s ſays be, in the 27th Page, watch 9 a Cow falls 


© into Labour, or muſt I keep a Regiſter of all the Calyes 


Land Pigs that ate born in my Pariſh ?? 

This lads eo the Objetods makes in the next 
inſ this * 

rep e e e can bring a Bull 

© of Diſcovery in Courts of Equity 3 in which Caſe, 

© the Farmer is obliged to ſet out his tytheable Matter 

ane the Vols and is e 


12 a by J 


8, r fro xr Sr dt 
, 


« Obs, 
The two Juſtices of the Peace, who heve Powe by. | 


to ſet, out T contrary to his Conſcience, 4 
ng will the 2 a pay thee e 
not having ſet out one: — will be 


But how ſhall he take his ſmall Tythes ? Muſt I, 


1 of » Bile Dias e be brei in abe Exchoquer | 


bent” 17 oF * J 
* . 8 2 * ob . 58 bo Arn EP en. . 
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e if he | is guilty of it.” But i Gvery Jun the Kings 
dom t ee into a Ohancellor ? If not, by What 
8 ane e aks L De in theſe 


It 74 be obferyed,. that the. Parſon ſt yrs x Gets 


after this Place: Vet in che next Para- 
rap ph-complains,. te, Juch. Bill can be brought there. 
LN firſt complains of the Hardſhips he hall ſuffer in 
Nip ar ſuch a Bill, and next ſets it forth as his Hard- 
ſhip t 
nary e 


E the Law propoſed vill take way th 
Juriſdigiongf Courts of Equity to retain Bills Dif- 
 covery ; I am not certain that the Proceeding by Bill in 
Equity is the moſt reaſqnah; Method to be uſed. for ſuch 
Piſcove — in An wer to that arch-Queſtion----- 
I cen to be erefted- into a Chiintellor 2 I muſt 
ſay, it as reaſonable that there ſhould be a Chancel- 
jor in ẽvery y Court of Quarter Seffions as in every Court 
of the Celgy: N 8 Tons if the Law watt corpel 
2 Quaker to diſcgyer the Value of this T ythes; that in 
this Caſe, the cheapeſt Method of Diſcovery » will be the 
Beſt: Method; and that the Juſtices at the Quarter 
Seſſions, may examine him wich as good Effect (though 
not with ſo — Coſt) as the Parſon wan interrogate Him 
with, in the Court of E 

There is a {light Objection in the ſame Page werk d 
up into a loud Complaint, That che Juſtices can't 
* compel Witneſſes to attend them.” But to remedy 
this; the ſame Clauſe may be provided in this Bill, as in 
Relation to the Exciſe, by the Act 7 & 8 N. 3. which 
3 Ten — any one who ſhall 
not appear as a Witneſs on Summons from a Fallen of 


the Peace. And, 
The Quaker muſt be eq wall Lallicitous for ſuch a 
ſe, as He muſt be equally by the Want of 

Means to compel the —— of Witneſſes. 
So that in the Manner of working up this ObjeRion, 
the Country Parſon trains it beyond what Truth can 
juſtify, and.endeayours to make the Clergy. think, from 
this preſent Want of Power in 1 that this Bil 
denies it, becauſe e aaa I gies the 
anner 


* 


| 


he cannot bring ſuch a Bill. This is Extraordis © | 


4 60H 


do h 
£ him. 
9 H 
1 mit 
© to receive — and leaves —.— ar 
6 . — — — m__ "em. E. 


| e —— 
e the End that the two Juſtices, tha ever ſo par 


the Com way. Not the Doſendant 
r —— 


= 
CES EC I: 
| hugh might be a was itn ho Rebe 
| any two | 


And we. the Taue Objedtion 
<= Bil; (Pog 29) That * 


* If the Parſon bring. an r or Inforrieioh 
againk the Quaker or his Witmeſtes for Pn juEr, and 


22 = ey Legal Proof t is 
4 — 7 — 


on 
: . 
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.6f that Defamation which this. Parſon hath 


'['60] 


5 hard chat AN AT 
1 e: nf ny en 


to TREBLE: CosTs ! 
If the Parſon cannot prove Pexjury, why ſhould te 
| it? If the Nature of the Proof is difficult, does 
not Juice impoſe this Difficulty ? Ought any Man to 


be — kr of ſuch a Crime from, light Appearances ? 
from a covetous Parſon's duſpicion; or from a diſappoint- 
ed Parſon's Reſentment? And if the Parſon wants 


the Evidence which the Law requires, ſhould the 


FETT Infa- 
m N 
b e ® his Manner of moving Compation or the 


oi Th He repreſents the two Juſtices, before whom hs 


nn as unjuſt Judges. 
reletan che hole Reach of Juſtices, before 


le rep i 
Cade —— Aba e en 
their two Brethren. 


If be brings a Bill of Diſcovery in the Exchequer, ? 
He repreſents the Quaker, as perjuring himſelf to 

deal the Parſon of his T'ythes, 

Or, If an Iflue be died by the Exchequer for the 
Value of Ty 2 y the Country 

3 eee edit of the Jug to be voy 

tial; an 

5. The Witneſſes in every Caſe and every Court to 
Lal x Combination 


h a Combination is ſuppoſed to be i in every Coury By 


againſt the Claim of Tythe | 

If the Parſon (holding all theſe Articles of Faith ab 
neceſſary to Salvation) cannot prove this INJUsSTICEz 
PARTIALIT Y, PERJURY, and nene 3 110 

W hat then ? | 151 

. Why then he muſt pa y Treble Cofts * 

25 ever the Chr fan Church ſuffer ſuch Perſecws 
tion? 

Vet a Layman would be ſet in the Pillry for a Tithe 


ae 

againſt the Juſtices of this Country. | 
T confeſs, if I might judge of a Man's Conſcience 
who ſhould publiſh ſo much Slander againſt all Ranks and 
rees of Men, I ſhould take it to be of the blatkeſt 
mplexion, An honeſt Man will repoſe a — 


# 


— 


tice. „ii er ho le 

However, ſince the Oppoſition to this B 

its chief Support from the Clamour againſt the Power 

of the Juſtices, ſince the Gentlemen of Engla 

been with ſuch Corruption, Partiality and In- 
ice, it hath been propoſed that the Judge of Afar 

ppointed inſtead of the Court of Quarter Sef- 

fions,. to hear and determine A 3 And, the Quak 

have not objected to this Propoſition, becauſe they deſire 


no other than ſpeedy Juſtice, and will be glad of receiv- 


2 any where. 
Nor can the Parſon object to this final Deciſion by the 
udge of Aſſize, who can have no Intereſt to cultivate in 
the try, who cannot have any undue R 2 
FFA will not 
the ſame Perſon at any two Aſſizes in the ſame Cir- 
There are nevertheleſs ſome ObjeQions againſt this 
1. It is not yet known | udges are willing-to 
be charged with this additional Load on the — of 
the Aſſizes. And, it may not be reaſonable to impoſe it. 
upon them, if it can be other ways diſpoſed of, becauſe 
the late Acts of Parliament, eſpecially thoſe relating to 
Diſcharge of Debtors, have already occaſioned more 
Buſineſs to come before them than the uſual Time 
of Afizes - will allow them convenientiy to deter- 
mine, \ 2 L 7 


2. The next Objection is of ſtill greater Weight 
Such an Alteration. would countenance the * qu 
2 * Gentlemen of Eng- 
And therefore, I declare myſelf freely on the Matter, 
I ſhall give my Negative to it. . 8 
Every Gentleman by this time hath formed his Judg- 
ment whether the Juſtices of Peace deſerve this Truft ; 
pr whether the Power with which this Bill inveſts them, 
will be Effectual to the Ends for which it is propoſed, 
And. thereforeT ſhall not examine any farther the Country 

x Parſon's 


Parſin's 's en g either to > their 
| Copniwanos 


„ 


06] 


thes, of to the 


diction "Sg 9 of Tythes. 12 


he coral. Epen which their: Deciſions: dll 4 


upon the Intereſt of the Clergy in Tythe, as it is fore- 
told by the Country Parſon,” Wann 
tice. | 


. The Quarter Je Ross Price, ſays be, „bes hind... 
4 ing Rule- ſoy the-Valueof T in every County. 


« And 


e The Bill win bobably, in Proceſs-of Time, in- 
„ ee 1 


« Kingdom. | 

' /FothisT anſwer, That, 'S N 

I cannot ſeg the Probabili of any eh 3 
to flow from this Bill: Or, t — the Juſtioes have 
determined the Value of 3 in one Farm, it will de 


a # Rule for the Value of Tythe in any other- 


For, if the Soil. is ſeldom of equal Goodneſs in any 
two Men's Lands, (and the Produce muſt always _y in 
Value according to the Goodneſs of the Land;) 

Win it be ſofficievt for any Farmer to ſay 
Juſtices, You have determined the Value-of d 
Tythe at ſuch a Rate, you ought therefore -to charge 
higher, though the Land which e of === 
and produces a treble Creep? 

Or, will-it conclude the Parfon with reſp 1 


2 


particular Eſtate that the Juſtices determined the Value 


at ſuch a Rate in any particular Year ? Will he not ſhew 
that the Land hath been improved, the Produce increaſed, 


and that the Value of his Tythie is greater than it Wis 


laſt determined ? 

This infinite · Variety of Caſe, this frequent Difference 
between one Farmer's Land and another, nay between 
the ſame Land in different Years, will make it impoſſi- 
ble that the Quarter Seſſions Price, as declared on any 


Occafion, can become the ſtanding” Rule for the Value 
of Tythe in that County, or even in that Pariſh where - 


it ariſeth. 

But if a general Modas DetitMwndi for the whole 
Kingdom were to enſue; if a #nown determmats Valus 
eould be eſtabliſhed for the Tythe, of eyery Countys 


_—_— hope of attaining it, think — 


e the 


4 


* 


. 
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| thit it eroulbe aer Good as wel to the Clergy = 
the Lag? For 
The Cletgy would be endowed with: a hetter Mainte- 


nance, though they were allowed a leſs Rate, and the 


Lay vol Go thatgedwoithia lighter 'Burthen, though ®' 


— id a highe 
eee of the of the Modus would ſave: the Experice 
of tho thoſe unhappy Cantroverſies which impoveriſh the 
who even raiſes: the Value of his Tyte, and 
bmp blah bem the Fariner; though he brings it below the 
ue 
The Title io:the Adedus would be imple, Her, and 
unperplexed ; the Recovery of iteaſy and ſhort. There 
would be no Octafion bf racking the Lay man's Conſci- 
ence to diſcover on his Oath: againſt the Biaſs of hig In- 
tereſt? And there could not poſibly be an Opportunity 
of cheating the Patſon of his Maintenance, as is now 
ſaid to de ptactiſed, by Pergury, Partiality, and In- 


Advantages of this certgin Appointment for tho 
Maintenance of the Clergy, are manifeſt in thoſe Pariſhes 
where it is levied by a Paund'Rate upon the Inhabitants ; 
nor will I deny the Reverend Order this Juſtice, that, 
tenacious as they are bf the Divine Right of Tythes, they 
have never ſcrupled to prefer a Parliamentary Right to 
a Pound Rate, where it promiſed them a better Re- 
venue. 

In general, it r be ſaid with Truth, there never was 
an Impofition on Mankind more fruitful of Law-Suits, 
Value. Claim of Tythe, which never knows a certain 

a 

Nor was there ever an Impoſition more grievous and, 

e than the Claim of Tythe, which takes a 
\ Tenth from the Produce of the Poor Man's Labour, who 
manures the Land, who employs his on Stock to raiſe 
the Tythe, and ſufrenders the Choice of the Harv 
the Prieſt, who neither ploughs nor ſows. 

The Improvement of the Land is at leaſt equal to the 
Value of the Land, and a Tenth Part of the Produce 
free from all Charges of raiſing it, — not a Tythe, wes a 
7275 Part of every Man's Prope egen af the . 

ax or Four Shillings in the Pound upon all the 
in "England. 


5. 

, If it be conſidered with reſpl to 
| GED heavieſt u 

Thoſe who are rather Objedts of Ch 

Cebive Alms, . 3 

Fs and compelled to CY 0g * 

Is Cid . Libet of whoſe Kaas 08 

of whoſe Garden, is the only Subſiftencevf | 

Mit af anf fe or fix Children; hath an 

| ſhe muſt give the Tenth of ber Fruit; if 

Hen, ſhe muſt ve” every tenth Egg, ry tenth - 

Chicken; and if ſhe hath a Ber- Hive, the _ 1 


a tenth of her Wax and her Honey, 
 To'THE ParsoN or THE PARISH 3-1 ; 
Who, if he is not "ſatisfied with her Contributions, 
will proſecuts her iÞ the Eccl Court, and make 
her gepoſe upon Oath how flany Pippins grew upon her. 
Trove, ＋ _ Chicks; were hatched ? how many 
s were added! And Caſualties happened i in the 
——— of of her BER-HIV ß. . 
This was the Complaint of Chaucer*sPlowman'g | 


the Prieſts of his Times; | 


For the T thing of a, ee e 
Or an pple, or an Aye, 05 
make Men ſwere t Book 4 
4 they foulen : Crills Faye. 


„n thats te 46 complain of this _ 

the Clergy, as the Eaſt-Wind that 'withers the F nüt, 8 
the Caterpillar that deſtroys the Harveſt in the Ear, the 
Locuſt that preys upon the Property of the Rich, Gert 
eats up the Bread of the Poor? an Harpy that carries 
Law. Buits in one Claw, and Famine in another? that 
devours what the Publick D and is more inen 
II _ — gr | 8 

is ous Uſurpation upon the Property of 

=y ind — the Bill before us 2 more abſolutelʒy 
ry, and moves all Indignation againſt the Parſon,” 


who ſuggeſts, © That the Bill will « the Quaker 7 

© in 1 Right upon the Plea of Conkcience to 

© another Man's Eflate. | + 
2 e * 


[s 


; , 
*4 6 4 
* » 
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the P 
: Doſh oot-6e Cray in ne" Ra. 


N ht? | 
(Then he claims it 3 a Duty to God f . | 
1 ſo far nnn coli 


. But, the P ons 4. 971 ; 
ihe 8 Conſcience could be examined 
< in this Point. Is he a Land-Owner ? Let him be 
_ © asked, n 
Ry ſideration to the Vender of the Land beyond the uſual 
© Price, and upon a Suppoſition that no T ythes would be 
due from his, Land, Is be a Farmer ? Let him be 
asked, whether he ys more Rent than a Church-max 
$I arm, and in Conſideration. of his 
ying, no Tythe. If be cannot ſay that he either 
ht, or hired the Tythe (and he can ſay neither 
Nee f [10 * 
wap ue P 422 Law ef P £ 
try Parſon la a rope 
thi Framinan the Quaker's Conſcience ; R y 


A Propoſition, | 

That if any Burthen upon Land ſhall continue till i 
efſen the Value of our 754 it then becomes a Proper- 
ty in the Uſurpers, and the Landed Men ſhall never be 
7 becauſe all ſubſequent Purchaſes are made with 
the Conſideration of ſuch an Incumbrance ene 
ee Caſes in our Hiſtory, 
which r „Dec 
— The ancient Romeſcot or Peter Rue v penny 
upon every Houſe by n, King of the e 
Saxons, being ut Rome in Pilgrimage, Arn 720, and by 

4, King of the Mercians, Anno 794, to ſuſtain; the 
4% School there. Ic amounted to 300 Marks and 4 
qo for the whole Realm, and was paid to the 
aver Rims onthe Feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, being 
the firſt Day of 4 3, till it was 1 
ment, 2 no 1 

II. The ancient — was Tribute of ane 
Shilling, and eharwenks of tows: Shilings, upon every 
Hyde of Land; * y levied for cleating the Seas of 


Naniſo Pyrates, or * 
Etbelred, 


1 
Pebelred; whs raiſed for this Purpoſe Gieſd: 1090865 1n 
16, oo 1. then 6,000 l. and laſtly, 48,000. E 
the Confeſſor 3 t was levied again y 

wa qd and, by Rufus; but it was feleaſed 
by Hen. 1. and finally by K. Stephen. © 

III. The ancient 5 given from Year to Year by 
Parliament was uſually, as in the T4th of Ed. g. brat. 
| rap. 18. The Prelates, Earls Barons, and all tbe C 

he Realm, grant tb the; King the ninth Lamb the 2 
Hleece, the 2 ; ad * Cities andBoroughs,the v 


ninth Part of all and Conte; ” be taken 
: rug Nat to come. Off 38512 115. 
. may bs 6 
in Ruftal's Abell, : 
Nou in all the + a If A 
1. In the Caſe of he Pr fer Pente, which * 


Rent. Charge on Hou the Space of 800 Vears; 
2. Im the Caſe of Berge which continued a 
_——— upon. Land for the ic Space of 300 Years 3 
3. In the Caſe of the -ninth part of the Produce of 
Land, and the ninth. Part of the Subjects Goods, 
which” continued vue Ba the 1 Subludy- to "thp 
Crown 5 s 4 > 18 a: 
The Value of the Lands of Eagles voids impair: 
ed by Reaſon of the Cturge, and /every-Purchaſer f 
e leſs Price whilſt ſuch Incumbrance continued | 
m. oo 
But would our Anceſtors have ſuffered cither the Pope, 
” the — to examine the Conſciences-of the P 
| land in the abſurd Manner of this Country 1 
2294 re 


Richt in Conſcience to the P —— r e or 
2 is row he cheaper e 
is or the 
thens upon them * "Br: 
| - Doubtleſs the fame Queſtions might have been ws. 
in the Caſe of Pater „and of Dans gelt, as in the 
Caſe of Tythe, and fume Andy ak hte by 
returned. 

ii he Poyfn wks further (07 EDTER 


« ial? 
9 4 


7 
If you bought your Lands and Tenements with theſe 


abrances upon them, what Right have . 


* hes from them? 


Tanſwer, That I have, 1 8 
Tbe Ri tot 3 free SubjeQ, to enjoy the Produce of | 


his own L 


The Rat df an Engl; Man, to en 
— -_ and clear of x16, 1 


bY = Title to the incumbred Part of my Eftate is | 


N 25 any, other Man's Title to it is bad. | 
Tony. an. Eſtate with a Rept-Charge, an Annuity, 
or a Mort age upon it, and theſe Incumbrances ſhall be 
Senf; in the 2 yet "if afterwards it appears 
2 the . r Rent Char arges this Annui- 
8. or this Mori gage, had any juſt Right there- 


Ge bound tomake their had Titl gn. Law or 
nicience, becauſe 1 the Eftate cheaper, on 
ppoſition that they had lawful Incumbrances upon 


it 
os of Land I am in the Condition a 
Oc nt. I am not bound to ſhew my Title 
19 27 am not bound to ſhew that I — itz 
2 27 It is ſufficient that I poſſeſs it, unleſs he can 
T SR ob y rechg 7 
And whetber I bought my Freehold cheaper or dearer, 
Lam by Law and Conſcience entitled to hold it as free 
and lar, as if I had held it from the Creation of the 
If when the ancient Subidy of 3 ninth Part had gained 
Edablifment by Courſe of. Time, the Purchaſe of 


by reaſon of this Exadtion, would 


the Tax ee d | 
bad lower'd the Rents of —— 

.., This Doctrine of gaining an. Zfate in P 
* any Impoſition upon Land, which by 

07 DR Ja hl ebe 


[ 68.1 
tions, and, by pretended Equity, the Intereft in it leſs ts. 
all new Red 3. 
Is of dan gerous Conſequence to the whole Landed It 
tere ref of this Wag dom. 
eſtabliſhes » a Right ſomewhere i in a perpetual Land-, 
Tax; becauſe within forty or fifty Years time, ſince the 
Land hath born this Charge, the Value 'of Land hath 
diminiſhed in Proportion; and two Thirds of the Lands 
of England, — within that Time by Purchaſe or 
Exchange paſſed into the Hands of new Owners (as may. 
probably- be the Caſe of all our Lands before this Tax 
. can be releaſed) therefore the Land Owner, who bought 
his Land fubje& to the uſual Land-Tax, ſhall in Equity 
and Conſcience be for ever liable to pay two, three, or 
Four Shillings in the Pound, by R on of his having 
bought the Land cheaper. 

_—_ the Country Parſon ſhall * pic thoſe. ſubtile 
Queſtions Is he a Land Owner: Let him be asked up- 
Jon his Conſcience, whether he paid any Conſideration 
6 < to the Vender of the Land beyond the uſual Price, and 

upon Suppoſition that no Land-Tax would be due from 
U „ bh Land Is he a Farmer Let him be asked — 
* his Conſcience, whether he pays more Rent than 
5.to be given for the Farm, and in Confideration of his 
paying no Land-Tax. If he cannot fay that he either 
© bought or hired the Land-Tax = he can ſuy neither) 
6. hat Title hath he to it? and t e there muſt be 
* another Owner who hath a Juft Title to it.” aha 

From Rules of Property and Rights of Eftate, ſuch a8 
this Country Parſon would eſtabliſn, it muſt follow, that 
no Uſurpation on the Lands of a Kingdom could ever be 

reſumed conſiſtently with Conſcience; that the Founda- 
tions of Eocleſiaſticks in the Church of Rome itſelf ought 
not to be taken away, becauſe the Prieſts have the legal 
. Eftate veſted in them; that the Impoſitions of arbit 
Power become Matter of Right, in Perſons who 
work the ancient Land Oryners out of their Inheritances, 
and, that if Ship Money had been exacted for a Length 

of Time, till the Value of all our Lands had ſunk under 
- the Exactions, New- Purchaſers would have had no 

Right to have been eaſed of the Burden, becauſe 


- would have bou t the Land charged ith cheap 
bn kene * 
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In Hort, ſuch Conſequences are unavoidable from this: 
Part of the Country Parſon's Plea, that were he to ſhew 


himſelf in his gur. ſpeaking in this Manner 
againſt the Right of the People of England to enjoy their 


own Lands, an Impeaching Parliament might probably 


him as an Enemy to Property; a Betrayer of t 
Rights and Liberties of the People; — DNs Dew 
trines of dangerous Conſequence to the Conflitution' of the 
Kingdom, and which tend to ſubuert the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, to obſtruct all Reformation in the Chriſtian Church, 
10 revive Popery and Popiſh Foundations, and to ſubjef 
the Commons of this Realm to the Yoke of enormous Eccle- 
fraftical Power. Cod | > 


”."Leaving him to the Diſcipline of ſuch National Juſ-- 


Peter-pence had before it was aboliſh'd 
ment; I conceive them both to have Uſurpatiorls 
of the ſame Nature, which grew and obtain'd in the 
Times of . Darkneſs and Devotion through the Craft of 
„and the Superſtition of a blind de- 


rants. | The Confirmation of King STEPHEN is an 
Evidence of this Kind, the Preamble to which is as fol- 


* BECAUSE through the Providence of divine Mercy 
we know it to be ſo ordered, aud by the Church's publiſhing 
oy e 1 52 * a . it 
— — 
x „ Q * $© Di . Miſe * li id 1 . us eſſe 
Aiſpoſitum, & longe lateq; Eccleſia, ſonat omnibus 


— +4 * 
» 


divulgatum, Quod ELzzM05Y NARUM largitione — 
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it Jur and near, every every Body bath heard that by the Din. 
bution of Alms Per fons may be abſolued from the Bendt 
Sin, and acquire the Rewards of beavenly Jos: 1 127 
PHEN by the Grace of God dog of England, being wil- 
ling to have a part with them, who by by an boppy kind of | 
Trading exchange: heavenly things oo or earthly ; and ſmit- 
ten with the Love of God, and for the. Salvation of my own 
Saul, and the Souls nw 4 Father and Mother, and all 
my Ferefathers and wa. of s (canfirm Tythes and other 
Donations to the C 

After ſuch a — I cannot have the leaſt 
doubt that Eſtates given under ſuch Conſiderations, are 
of all others the moſt proper for the Diſpoſition of Par» 
lianient. But with reference to the Country Parſon's 
Charge the Quaker, that “ his Conſcience, 
5 .which will not allow him to pay I pits is a Conſe — 
& exce which will not permit his Neig — — 
c enjoy his own Proper.” It .ſeemeth reaſonable to 
hear the Quaker Himſelf ; And the, trongeft 
Writer on this dle Subject amongſt the Quakers being Au- 
thony Pearſon; formerly a Juſtice of Peate in We{tmor- 
land, let us hear what he fays in his great Cafe of Tytbes, 
on the Queſtion that Tythe aught. fo be. n OE 
Charge upon the & . 2940 bt TRY 

- Unto which, he, Lanſwer, 

7 That: it were true, gr nt Re FIR 
« my Anceſtors gave T ythes, and that for ever, yet am 
I not thereby hund to pay them, or ſtand any way 

j —1 It is true, when they were 

£ Owners of Land, they tnight themſelves yield and ſet 
5 forth what Part of thels Increaſe they pleaſed, | or 
4 — xprel war — — 
by as w or they might m—_— | 
the Land what Rent they liked ; but thy could 1 
F charge their Paſtetity..with.ithat. — ws | 


at 


| fant abfolvi 1 eee gia 


udiorum : Ego 8 Det rata An ** Rex par! 
abere wolens cum io Sephango De Cl Io — leſtia pro terrenis — 


e — berate wren 8 
et Patris mei matri n 
ys Yue e 


"4 


In). 


© meln, nor which; in! any true Senſe, 
or Underſtanding, they could be ſaid: to have any Pro- 
< perty in, and which is not paid ' Reafon of that 
_ © which is derived from them. For, is neither 

© paid of Land, nor by the Reaſon of Land, but is 

© paid'by the Reaſon of the Tncreaſe or Renewing ; and 
© therefore the Doctrines of the old Fathers, and the 

© Popiſh Laws for Tythes, do as well require the Pay- 
© ment of the Land Part of Men's Proke or Gain, 
© whether by T rade, Commerce, or Merchandize, as 
© of the Fruits'of the Earth. Yea, the tenth Part alſs 
of Wages, and Perſonal Increaſe, tho not raiſed im- 
< mediately by Land: And ſurely no Man will fay that 
© he pays Fythe of theſe becauſe his Anceſtors charged 
him wich them; nor will any Man allow, that another 


2 


© Perſon, by any Gift of his Anceſto — —ͤ— 


by Ain Pr roperty in the tenth Part of the Fruits of his 
Labour; — 45 Caſe is the ſame as to all Ty 
f whether predial, perſonal, or mixed. If I fit Rill 
not, no Corn will ; if I ſit ſtill and work 
: nat, no Profit will riſe "that it is my Labour, my 
0 1857 and Induftry that raiſeth the T'ythe, and in 
ower it is to make it leſs or more; and ſometime, 
Nn ug that the Tyne of urn is thrice 
© more. worth _ the: 
which it grows 3: and Tythe: of Corn is far 
6. were barg and » Pen perſona} Pythes ; for the 
< ohe pape bara Tenth, al Charges deduckedh the other 
<- pays the Feiith of Charges and all. 11: 
Mine Anceſtor could. not charg eme with hat which 
«doth: not accrue by Reaſbn of that which I:have from 
< him ; nur àm I bound becauſe mine Anceſtor: left me 
<« Land, to pay Tythey which is not paid by reaſon of 


oy ©: the Bund, but of the Inereaſe, unto.which-'T- am no 


7 by Law, than he is who Rack increas'd* 
> Land, If I have: Land and no Increaſe, L 
F 'Tythes. If Thave Increaſe, though no Land, 


La to. T IE 
3 1 n IX t. be Mes, ns 
s 'Tyt Gi 


«x Lind, lb be paid far ebe Grag 
6. —— n ue only” x Rate Tythe for 
+ at wich ap . ee heed 


4 


alue of the Land on 


— — - © x — * — * 5 . EY A A 
On n— > ——-——— --- 
_ — — — — = 


. 
5 etha chat pute is dan paid by che Reaſon of the Land, but 
e ch, laden e nothing) — 
make the muc or nothing; | 
and ſow Corn, the tenth Part of the Increaſe — 
© rally more worth than the Land on which it grows, 
© which comes not by the Land that deſcends from the 
8 2 but becauſe of the Increaſe won with the 
C „Induſtry, and Labour of the Husband- 
man. If paſturs my Ground with Sheep that yield 
2 Fleece, the Tythe will be conſiderable, though not 
* ſo much as by Corn. If I paſture with Coms or 
: « Breeding-Cattl, a much leſs Tythe is * And if I 
< eat up the Paſture by Horſes or barren , a ſmall 
© and mM Rate is only required; though in 
: r Places 7— the Nation would _ have been —_— 
in the Times when Las were at 
Height - But if I plant Wit „and let it ſtand for 
© Timber; or, if I tore my Land with Beaſts which be 
© fere Naturæ, wherein there is no perſonal Property, 
© no Tythes ſhall be paid: Or, if I will let my Land 
6 1 ws > (which may be ſuppoſed, —̃ — 
© done) Or will eat my Meadow or Corn 

y ag can be required. All theſe Inſtances — 
0 chat Ter hath fill Relation to the Stock 
p onal Eſtate, and not. to the Land, and-is paid by- 
a ay — ey and not of — 
« And gs Anceſtor could lay and perpetuate 
0 
6 


* 


11 


* 


ſuch- 
4 Charge as Tythe 2 bad nor could he bind: 
his Succeſſor to o pay it. If by my Anceſtor I 


am bound to the Ration: Tenure, or i 


in 
I wo i yer of dhe and which he leaves * to 
< what Value muſt it be 447 I may yearly 1 
EE Te 4 f T e Lede ge 

it in it not | 

Twentieth Part. Have I not herein (without age orb 
© to my — — him much or little ? 
C How then i Ty L a I 


— — ft pms IEA 
c and, it is eaſily dividable by Rent, or let by Month. If 
© another hath. 2 good Right t to the Tenth Part of 


*-Increaſe, as the Owner to the Nine —.— why 
cannot 


= 


E 

©-Cannot he take it without the Owners ſetting it out, 
6: 0r,recover it by Action of Debt or Treſpaſs ? But it is 
clear there is no Title till it be ſet forth; and then, if 
© the Owner of the Land carry it away, an Action of 
6 Treſpaſs lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and given it to 
c another, and ſo altered his Property; as one Man doth 
by mar king his Cattle for another Man; and therefore 
< it is, that the Law which commands Tythes, doth not 
give Power to any to take the T ythe, becauſe he had 
no Title, but enjoins the Owner to ſet it forth; 77 in 
« ſo way * to make it another's by hit own Conſent: If any 
Man claims Tythes by my Anceſtor's Gift may 
not ask him, to whom, or for what my Anceſtor 
them ? And, it is plain beyond Denial, that all Foce 
Gifts of Land or in England (fince Auſtin the 
Monk planted the Popiſb Faith, and Pon up the 
© new Payment of Tythes) were given to Pei Prieſts 
for ſaying Prayers for the Souls of the Givers and 
their deceaſed Anceſtors, as old Conſecrations do wit- 
c neſs: And therefore in Reaſon, if the Conſideration 
© and Service be ceaſed, ſo ought alſo the Wages ; for no 
Man in Law or Equity o ought to claim Wages, when. 
© he will not do the Wor for which it was given, 'and 
6 ſeeing theſe Popih Priefts and Prayers are laid aſide, the 
Gift (if any ſuch were, and could be binding) ought 
c to return to the Donor ; and may not, without his Con- 
« ſent, be — 0 another uſe. e 
But ſome obj RO in 
© his Plea) That | 1 


When T or my Anceſtor bought the Land, it was fold 


cheaper (becauſe it was ſuppoſed it ought to pay Tythe) than 
1 or my Anc 5 coul 2 bought ſuch Land as was 
known to be Tythe- free; and 2 having a cheaper 
Bargain, I . in Equity to pay Tithe, 5 | 


1 anſwer, „e 
That, 1 have already pou all Land] is Tythe-free; 
Auna that the Charge of Tythe is upon the Stock and 
12 8 and not the "Land, And, the 
«py 75 of. this Objection lies in compari thoſe who 
ythes, with thoſe who 'are free. hoſe who 
buy Lands The fo are eaſed of £ this — and 
are 


— 
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* are in no Hazard ; and, though all others ought to be 
© fo, yet it being a Qypeſtion, whether they can gaſe 
| © themſelves of the Burthen, they buy under a Hazard, 
aud are ſubje& to ſuch a Charge. But if they caſt off- 
© the Yoke, they get but what it their nun ; aud ſeeing 
ve have denied the Pope's Authority. and , Supremacy, 


« we may, ſo ſoon as we can, wholly caſt off the Burthen 
© which he laid on us: And thus, he that buys Lands in 
© the Years of Trouble and heavy "Taxes may, perhaps, 
buy much cheaper than when none or little is paid: 
© Shall he therefore be required to pay Taxes when 
© athers are diſcharged ? Or, ſball he that bought cheap 
© Pennyworths on the Borders between England and 
© Scotland, when thoſe Parts were infeſted with A- 
6 Troopers, always pay Tribute to T bieves and Robbers ?: 
We bought Land when the Pope's Yoke was upon our 
© 'Necks ; and if we caſt it from us, we may by as g 
© Reaſon be eaſed of our T ythes, as they of their T axes, 
But if I bought it cheaper, what is that to the State 
© or. the Prieſt f' © EYE Wn he 
This is the Quaker's Defence againſt the Charge of 
ſetting 7 4 Title an the Plea of Conſcience to another 
Nang Eftate ; wherein he proves, that this Tenth 
which the Parſon claims in the Produce of Land, is 
neither his Right by any Condition annexed to the Inhe- 
ritance, nor by any Conſideration allowed in the Pur 
chaſe ; that neither the Donor of the Land gave, or 
could give it; and that neither Conſcience nor Equity 
can require the Quaker to pay it. r 
The Queſtion will then depend upon the Judgment of 
the Legiflative Power; and we are ſtill in the proper 
Method of debating what Meaſures the Legiſlative ought 
to preſcribe between the Parſon and the Quaker in the 
Caſe of Tythes. may ne wok 
e are told upon this Footing of the Judgment of 
the Legiſlative Power, and with ſome Air of Triumph, 
that Perſons with-holding Tythes are ſtiled Evil. diſpoſed 
Perſons, 27 Hen. 8; Not regarting their Duties to God 
and the King, 30 Hen. 8; and acting of an.ungodly per- 
verſe Will and Mind. To which the Parſan might 
have added, moved and ſeduced by the In/tigation of the 
Devil :------It would have made the ſame Impreſſion on 
the Commons of Great Britain before whom he is plead- 
3 | ing; 
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upon the Clergy of Oppreſſwn, Avarice, and 


2 
Ininſlice in their Suits for Tythe. 


Ie Words perverſe, ungodly, undutif to God and 
[4 


2 Hg, prove nothing but that the Prieſts who had 
wer to obtain a penal Statute, had Leave to call People 
Names in the Preamble toit. But ref 
If it be urged as the Senſe of thoſe Times concerning 

on: payment of Tythe, will the Parſon allow me to 
cite other Statutes · made about the ſame Time as the 
on of _ Law-Makers upon other Eccleſiaſtical Pre» 
I fear, the Senſe of Parliament hath very little Weight 
with the Clergy, when it is not on the Side of their 


Ambition; and therefore I may not perhaps hold it con- 
cluſive, hen, influenced by their ungodly Manage- 


ment, it lets them looſe to defame and damn their Ene- 
mies as Enemies to God and the King. 
The Statute of the firſt Year of Edward the Sixth, 

Gas Ions) == mem 
Daclax Ss 


© That Ele ions of Archbiſhops' and Biſhops, by 


Deam and Chapters, are as well to the long Delay, as 
to the great Coſts and Charges of ſuch Perſons whom 
© the King gives any Archbiſhoprick or Biſhoprick unto, 
£. and: that the ſaid Elections be in very Deed no Elections, 


but only by a Writ of Cow D*tLIizE have Colours, 


| © Shadows or Pretences Elections, ſerving nevertheleſs 
© to no Purpoſe,and ſeeming alſo derogatory to the King's 
Prerogative Royal. 

This Act of Parliament, though not held at preſent 
to be in force, doth certainly ſhew the Senſe of our Ar- 
ceftors on the Subject of Electing Biſhops. | 
Will the Clergy allow us to ſpeak of their pretended 
Elections of Biſhops in the Terms of this Act of Parlia- 
ment? No----- it is againſt Divine Right. If then 
they will not allow the In/ftitution of Biſhops to be tied 
down to the Preface of a Law made in Edward the 
Sixth's Time, will they tie every Man down in the H- 
guity of Tytheg to the Preface of a Law made in Henry 
the Eighth's Time? VO PO IO 


13 1 
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K : 
I truſt in the Right of an Eng Subject, that we 
| hall not be reſtrained from a larger Conſideration of ſo 
important an Affair, and that neither our Duty to God 
er the King ſhall be queſtioned for no better Reaſon - 
than our Difference of Sentiments in the Affair of Yyther. 
I reverence an Act of Parliament as much as any Man 
living. It is the Act of that Power which we are all 
bound to truſt and obey. But I am not ſo far concluded 
by an Act of Parliament, that I ought either to believe 
implicitly whatever it declares, or not to ſollicit the Re- 
peal of what it may enact. A | 
And, I cannot but obſerve, e a 
1. That when Henry the Eighth unravelling his own 
Reformation, went retrograde into the worſt Meaſures 
of Popery, He paſt the 4 of the Six Articles in his 31ft 
Year, wherein he eſtabliſhed Auricular Confeſfion and 
Tranſubſtantiatis. TREE: 


nd, e 


2. That in his next Year he paſt the Act ſor the 
Payment of Tythes, wherein is the famous Ex preſſion 
- Perſons not regarding their Duties to God and the 
| It therefore Tythes, S and Auricular 
Con Yon, are of the ſame Growth and — we 
nd that the ſame Reaſoning from Acts of Parlia- 
ment which makes the Payment of Tythes a Dur to 
God and the King, by the Statute of32 Hen. 8. would as 
forcibly prove * and Auricular Confaſſion 
to be Articles of Faith fit for a Chriſtian to believe in, 
becauſe they are ſo declared, by the Statute 31 Hen. 8. 
which impoſed thoſe fix Bloody Articles famous in the 
Story of thoſe Times. Ae n 
„ e ä : 
To ſay that the Act of the dix Articles is repealed, but 
that the Tythe AF is ſtill in Force, would make the Mat- 
ter infinitely ridiculous; Forr,r * 
This would ſuppoſe that our Duty to God, or our 
Faith in Chrift depends altogether on the Exiſtences and 
Duration of Acts of Parliament: So that it may be a 
Duty to God, or not a Duty to God; an Orthodox Creed, 
or not an Orthodox Creed, as different Parliaments happen 
to be of different Opinions. * 


If 


111 


1 t the Country Parſon is diſpleaſel that fuch Abſurdities 
7 


ſhould be laid at his he ſhould be lefs forward to 
r the Senſe of our Anceſtors, 'and Authorities out of 

Statute Books in Proof of ſuch Points as Duties to 
God, wherein every Man may take the Bible and his 


own Conſcience to be ſafer Guides than any Act of Par- 


fiament. of 7 

If he is diſpleaſed that the Senſe of our Anceſtors, 
and Authorities out of the Statute Books ſhould be — 
in ſupport of the Rights of the Laity againſt the Uſur- 
pations of the Clergy, I muſt tell him, that to protect 


the People from Injuſtice, is the proper and eſſential 


Care of Parliament, but that to define Duties to God, 

bs e the Bounds of Human Authority; and though 
Parliaments may ſpecify what Doctrines men ſhall 

teach, yet they cannot require any Man to believe them, 

becauſe though the Parſon is the Servant of the Legiſ- 

2 Power, yet every Man is Maſter of his own Con- 
—_— — 


Our Duty to God, as to the Payment of Tythes, is 


therefore in every reſpect as queſtionable, and as conſci- 


entiouſy to be denied, as if thoſe Laws had never been 
enacted. | 2-4 
'P And, 


The payment of Tythes, as a Duty to God, being de- 
nied by the Quakers, and by almoſt all other Men ; 


The Cemmen Good can be the only juſtifiable Reaſon 


for impoſing it as a common Charge 


Thus, we are once more in the Caſe, where we 


ought to be, of debating the Merits of this Bill upon the 
Principles of publick Juſtice. - ; 
The People called Quaters, who are moſt oppreſſed 
by Suits for Tythe, apply for the better Regulation of 
ſuch Suits, that they may be leſs oppreſſed by them. 
As a People pooping: the Religion of Chriſt, they 
cannot pay Tythes or Wages to the Clergy, becauſe 


they believe in their Conſeiences that Chriſt aboliſhed - 


— and forbid the Payment of Wages to the Prieſt- 


a If they are in an Error, it is the Error of their Con» 
ſciences, and they ought not to be puniſhed for it. 
28 But, 


— 3 


vernment un 
to the Goſpel of 857%, 50 Submiſſion to the Civil Ma- 


£78] 


But, 
As Subjedls p ing » do a dutiful Obedience to the G0. 
whie live, they yield, according 


and what be ww from - them for the Mainte- 


nance of the Clerę ey patiently acquieſce in; 
They make no tance o che Ce who diſtin 
; . 7 2 | 
An 


Can. any thing A 
an Officer, . who hall at'their Charge ſet out the — 
when it is due in Kind, * it when an to be 
8 | N 
r, 
Can any thing he AS. a RAE 
rize the 5g to ſue the Quakers not only for- the 


 'T'ythe, but for Three times the Value, becauſe he hath 


not ſet it out, when he is diſabled by his — and 
when any other Man may be appounted by 2 5 to js it 
ent for him - Pp" 3 50 
e are ountry Parſon every wiſe 
Clergyman, ia by the Cunty Po Jo, tha ood Clergy- 
man, for his Neighbour's ſake, will take eaſy and 
cheap Method which is left to his Option by former A 
of Parliament; 5 
8 
herefore, it is i 6 i oug not to 
tie the Clergy down to this eaſy and x 5x Method, 
becauſe the wiſeſt and beſt of them already uſe i it for 
I and their Neighbours. 5 
t 
If the Wiſeſt and Beſt uſe it of Choice, t this will 
be an Argument, that the LAs .and * 
ſhould be reſtrained to it. 


For, 
Are the Subjects of England to have no better Secu- 


rity againſt Oppreſſion, than the Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs « the Clergy ? Or, 
- Qught the Clergy to be truſted with a Power, which, 


according to the ys s Confeſſion, neither a wiſe 


Clergyman nor a good Clergyman can uſe, without 
Miſchief either to himſelf or his obo ? 


W here 


| 415, 3 8 
Where the Power of Oppreſſion is, Acts of Oppreſ- 


ſion will undoubtedly be. No Church, no State, no Ho- 


1 this Power but they uſed it. 


' Whoever gives an Authority to oppreſs, is the Author 


of Oppreſſion. 


This Truth, whic js written in Characters of Blood ; 


in all the Hiſtories of Mankind, is Reaſon and Evidence 
828 Bill which reſtrains an oppreflive Power in the 
cn ; r 5 11 : 

A Reaſon fo convincing, an Evidence ſo clear, as makes 
it trifling with the Juſtice of Parliament, when the 
Clergy demand Proof that they do oppreſs, whilſt ev 
Man who hath Eyes muſt ſee that — may oppreſs. 


* 
. 


If they may, many of them will 
But, Ig 29 fas. 


* 


8. 


And, . . | | þ 
If they have not oppreſſed by that Power whereby 
they may oppreſs ; yet, it is incumbent. on the Juſtice 
of an Houſe of Commons to reſtrain ſuch oppreflive 
Fowen:-/ one 2 Fea 7 
Kr titel 8. 
It is more the Duty of Parliament to prevent Grievan- 
ces than it is to redreſs them ; it is more compaſſionate 
to ſave Mon from Injuftice than to relieve them under it; 
it is an happier Effect of Law to preſerve Property than 
to repair it; it is a nobler Act of Juſtice to reſtrain a 
Crime than to puniſh it; and it is a more perfect Con- 
ſtitution of Government under which Oppreſſion is not 
practicable, than that under which it is practiſed, and 
may be puniſhed. WES. 
By 2 Paper which I have ſeen in the Hands of Gen- 
emen (ſince this Bill hath been depending) entitled, 
An Account of Proſecution of the People called Quakers 
in the ſeveral Courts, fince the 7th and 8th of King Wil- 
liam the Third, Anno 1696, when the Affirmation-Act 
was obtained, which gave Juſtices of the 'Peare Power 


to judge of Tythe demanded under the Value of Ten 
pine f I manga * of 


It 


. 
A Zee, << ———bb—— — Al. RS ATT ESE : 


” Te —— >< 


= — —— 


201 


neten tht thre hae been, | 


| | Proſecutions. | Prijo | 
In Chancery 7 # 4h 1 
In the Exchequer "39 787 185 
808 269 T 81 | 2 

the mmony | 
Law Courts 3 39 1 


Salk, 253 


In all 153 292 | 5 


' The Quakers add, That © they are imperfect, 
© as to the whole Number of, Suits brought, — ſe- 
< veral times ſuch Suits were made an End of in the 
* Country, and no Account given of them to their 
* Meeting of Sufferings ; and many times when Friends 
© were dic ged from Impriſonment by As for, Relief 
| © of Hiſolvent Debtors, there were no Accounts given; 
© and the like Deficiency often happened, when their 
© Relations paid to releaſe them out of Goal.” 

They alledge, © That the Demands for Tythe have 
© been innumerable within forty Years paſt; but 
< that the Nature of the Proſecutions, and Sums levied 
by them may be judged of they have collected 44 Ca- 
© ſes, where the "We amount to 1880. 3% 8 d. 
5 and the Sums levied to 2252 J. 6s. 10d. 

One Jſaac Averil was proſecuted three ſeveral times 
| © for three ſeveral, Sums amounting to 19 J. for which 

© he had taken from him 187 J. 10 s. 

< There was one Friend a Priſoner Ten Years for Forty | 
© Shillings. 

Another, a Priſoner, Four Years for One Shil- 


C N 

a wo were e Priſoners Five Years for Twenty Shil- 
lin 
1 ne was a Priſoner Nine Years for ſmall Tythe. 

. © One was a Priſoner Six Years for Four Pound Tex 


8 « Shillinge,. 
They find an Account of fiſteen Perſons proſecuted 


8 * for above Ten Pounds each ; 


The 
9 j 
7 


068 J. 75. 4M 2 
They further hen che Names .of the following 
y 7 avg with the 

c Ten Pounds, and the Sum Jovied on. Account 


0 r 


F it an Nun tc Tua I 
irt 473 te uma „ | ce Wet 1 * 4 
fames Hvilan“! - 8 00 © 67 00 0 
mas Strg — 1 10 6 15 11 6 
Richard Caſe - - --- 0 13 © 37 11 6 
mas Drap e- 4 10 I 50 o o 
Robert Halid = - + = = == = - 0 17 6 60,00 o 
Henry al- 124 6 30-00 o 
Williams = - - 2 00 O 30 00 o 
Jahn Taylur e es een 0. 
Herander : Moore - - = - = 6 15 11 Y 87 16 11 
F 1 00 - 0:3 4A oo o 
George "Bewley, - + 3 10 0930 0- 
Sam. full e Har- 322 8875 16 0 
Yillian e 0g 0; 19 16 0 
2 ieee ene - © 
N ah — 80 1 6 100 0 0 
2 eee 6 
aham utterfield ; O oO. 90 0 0 
Roger Fenkins r 0 14 6 84 10 6 
Richard Alen — 115 6 80 0 0 
Themas Janin. nt F 0. 030 - 0 
3 end, = = = 4.00 0 -77 14 © 
Yancis Chairman 4:36 2 73 o oO 
4, 0 1 i 6 16. 1484 6 11 


e 


"This 3 is a "LP of Sits, which the Country 
Parſon and his Colleagues complain of, as omitted in the 
Caſe of the Qua lers. I am told, that the Regiſters of 
their Meeting of Sufferings have recorded the Caſes at 
large; ; and ps they will inform any Gentleman of the 
32 of their Hardſhips; which I mention, becauſe 

ebe Acquaintance amongſt them, I am without 


Far Laformatins myſelf, nor have I applied where, I 
L believe, 


. from, — . Cu 


he de manded at e | 


1 


believe; | dent de refuſed; becahſe, If 1 knew the, 
exacteſt State of evety Caſe; it \couldFjt b be diſcourſed 
of within the Extent of theſe P 
The Number of Suits herein Pcikied, the Priſoners, 
the Diſtreſſts, ant the immenſe Diſparity between the 
Demand and Sum exacted in Suits for Tythe, muſt raiſe 
Abhorrence in any compaſſionate” Mind. The Tingle 
Article of One hundred Pounds taten for eighteen Pence 
would be juſt Provocation for aboliſhing all the Tythes 
of the Clergy, if their Suits could not * 2 on in 
more humane Methods. Such an Inſtan & of Oppreſ- 
ſton in any Civil Concern, would raiſe an Inſurrection; 
and, that Men endure it from their Spiritual Guides, 
ſhews the Univerſal Paſſion for an Intereſt in another 
World 7 though, the utmoſt Force of Imagination can- 
not paint an fell more terrible to our Fears, than what 
the Cruelty of the Clergy daily ſets before our Eyes. 
In 1153 Suits they made 292 Priſoners; in 15 Suits 
where the Claims amounted to 313 Pounds, they exacted 
1068 Pounds, which was at the Rate of one Hundred 
Pounds for leſs than thirty Pounds; in 44 Suits where 
the Claims amounted to 188 Pounds, they 
225 2 Pounds, which was at the Rate of one hundred 
Pounds, for little more than 8 Pounds; and, in 22 Suits 
where the Claims amounted to 66 Pounds, they exacted 
1484 Pounds, which was at the Rate of one hundred 
Pounds for leſs than four Pounds ten Shillings. Or if we 
take theſe 81 Suits all together, the Sums demanded make 
567 Pounds, which compared with 4804 Pounds, the 
total Sum taken, is in the Proportion of ont Hundred 
Pounds levied, for every Sum of eleven Pounds five Shit> 
ings demanded. | 
Compute the Medium of the arg. in an any Manner, 
it is monſtrous and enormous. Suits attended with ſuch 
Cifts are a Scandal on the Juſtice of the Kin 4 not 
to mention the Profeſſion of the Goſpel. And therefore 
this Bill, which is deſign'd to ſhorten Suits and limit 
Coſts, will vindicate the" Laws as much as it will caſe 
the People. | ane 
I perfectly agree with the Coentry Pa in this Pl. 
© That to ſecure Property is one main End of Godern⸗ 
6 . and that therefore al Opinions, all Practices 
© inconliſtent 


* 9 


be E 83 Þ D 
© inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of Property, ars 
: alſo inconſiſtent with Government and 
n 
ever been, and a ways ſhall be. think the Laity 
have 3 en well mn the Clergy in 


＋ A. — 

e ben int ten ate a more valuable Property 
_ — pretend to be; 

hat the roperty a Tenth ought not to devour the 
of — 
And that it is deſtruQive of all Property to levy four 
| Thouſand eight Hundred and four Pounds on the Laity, 


| Where the Sum of 567 Pounds is the whole Demand of 5 


_ * The Go 


Guentry.P en hath a Conceit, that this Bill i 
an Application to any Government, 


ee the Property of any of te oc 


But ſurely, af be Conception, be en 
and unwarrantable. 


That Lands held in Mortmais, or that the jon 


dot f roperty in dead Hands, is contrary to the of 


the Kingdom, hath been the Opinion of our Parliaments 
and the Principle of our Laws, ever ſince the Founda- 
tion of this Government, however deſtructive it muſt 
be to what Churchmen call their Property. 

But further, _ 

That the Quakers hold the Maintenance of the Clergy 
5 Antichriſtian and unreaſonable, is Fact; 

That any Sect ſhould account it a ſufficient Charge 
CE IECECO TINY is but Rea 
ſon: 


And, 

That the Quakers, who pay nothing at all to'thelr 
own Teachers, ſhould be obliged to maintain the Teach- 
ers of any other Set, is. to neon * 
but an Abomination. 

Now this, which tends to take away the Maintenance 
of the Prieſthood, may to a Parſon ſeem very naturally 
i Ee" of what he calls his Property. 89 
8 t, 


- Becauſe the Quaker with-holds the 7. nth which-the 
Law at the * a Title to, ſhall he take the other 


L 2 Nine 


ty n 


ee Lider of to countenance an Opinion de- 


TIN 
Nine which the "yr can give him no Title tor And? 
by reaſon of a Claim of 5 2 conſume Four Thou fond 
Eight Hundred and Four ds of the Quaker's mu 
on? And more prodigious | Shall he take an Taue 
Pounds for Eighteen Pence. 
I envy | the Clergy no Maintenance which the Law 
ives, or can give them; But, the Maintenance of the 
Priefhood ought not to devour the Subſtance of the whole 
People, like the Ears of Corn in PARA OR's DREAM, 
— up withered, tbin, and blafted with the 
Wind, and, devoured the Ears that were full and 


I * not contended either for taking , or for 
making leſs, that Maintenance which the Law allows 
them. But T have always been of Opinion, that to ask 
it from the Good Will of Society, and to take it with? 
out Cruelty or Oppreſſion; will more firmly eſtabliſh 
their Revenues than the moſt arrogant Claims of . Divine 
Th or the moſt rigorous Meaſures of. Eecleſiaſtical 

ranny 

erm believe, that to ſeek for no more tina their * 
Due, would be the ſureſt Means N — win 
their Due; 

I have a that ab talk of their 
- Privileges, the leſs other People think of them: 

And, whatever Light I may ftand in with the * 
rend Oride, I believe I am a better Friend to their In- 
4ereſts than many of themſelves can pretend to be; for 
they would maintain that exorbitant Uſurpation of Pow- 
er which they cannot make uſe of without making them- 
ſelves moſt odious ; whereas, I would diſable them from 
hurting their Calling, or the Cauſe of Religion, 94 h 
ranny or by Injuſtice. 

Jam of Opinion, that if the Church ſhall on every 
Occaſion oppoſe itſelf to the loud Complaint of the Land, 
and perſiſt in theſe Obſtinate Claims of Powers, too 
heavy to be borne, they will make the Cauſe of the 
Church ſuch a Load upon its Friends, that the Torrent 
of publick Reſentment will be ſtronger than any. Mini- 
be can ſtem; the Paſſions of Mankind unreaſonably 
| oked, will not be eaſily appeaſed, and though a a 

Sacrifice might have . every one in the 


nig, 


£85} | 
8. yet when popular Rage is too far incenſed, @ great 
On will not ſatisfy in the End. 
Nothing ſo much calms and ſweetens Mankind, as the 
frank Redreſs of a Crying Grievance. . Any ſingle 


Hardſhip- generouſly taken away, diſpoſes the Bulk _ * 


Mankind to endure a thouſand ; they are ſubdued by 


Gentleneſs arſd Mercy, but yew  reſtif and head- -ſtrong | 


under Oppreſſion. 
In all Societies ond States, it is ſeen from the Pariſh 
Prieft to the Prince and Ruler of the Country, that He 
who asks with the greateſt Moderation i is paid with the 
greateſt Liberality. - 
I am therefore moſt clear, that the Country Parſon i is 
an — — to the Intereſt of his Order, by Obſtinately 
that Eaſe which the People aggrieved by Tyths 
are Pf to obtain by this Bill. 


- © He G s indeed, that paſſing this Bill in n | 


I to the Obſtinate Quakers, will make them be eſteem' d 
*. as Confeſſors, who by their Steadineſs have made the 


© Law give Way, and exalted their miſguided Conſci- 


* .ences above the 1 of their Fellow- Subjects. 

But, 8 

May it not be ſaid: with greater Truth ? | 

That rejecting this Bill, in Compliance to the Obſti- 
— Clergy, will make them be conſidered as a Dead 
eight upon — Conſtitution ; which, by its continual 
Oban: keeps common Juſtice at a Stand, and ex- 
— the Ambition of REY above the Rights of 
their Fellow - Subjects. 
Is any Property in the Kingdom ſacred from Re- 
ation beſides theirs ? Or, is it fit that any ſhould 

? 

Hath not the Wiſdom” of Parliament provided Laws 
for the Limitation of Suits, and for the Prevention of 
Frivolous and Varatious Arreſts ? 

Have not Acts been made. to regulate the Courts, and 
Officers of-- Juſtice, to CG Priſoners for Debt, and 
to reform the Goals? 

Vet, 


righe in the Law, and Inſolent Demands of Property, as 
if the Law could ſtand in Obſtruction to publick Juſtice, 
or 


Did any Man oppoſe theſe Acts by Claims of Birth- 


1 867 | 
or Property in any one be a Reaſon for the Opener 


e adjuſt the Bounds of Property, 
Power of every Subject compatible with the Safety of 
the reſt, are the hi 2 Ends of Government: 

And therefore al Opimons, all Practices, which 0 
* e. 1 42 any Order of Mem from publick 

or 3 Tuſtice, are utterly inconſiſtent 
1 wernment d Society, 

If an Order of have Advantages from Law, 
which are inconſiſtent with Juſtice, ought not the Law 
to give Way for the free Courſe of ? Or ought 
the Legiſlative Power to exiſt in vain 

Is it to be a Power, which in any Caſę having been 
miſguided to þppreſs, ſhall for ever remain without Capa- 
„ to right the injured Subject? 

f Arguments of this ſort, had prevailed with our Fa- 
thers, we ſhould have continued as abſolute Bigots and 
Slaves to the Church, at this Hour, as our Fullow Chri- 
flians are in Italy and Spain. 

If Arguments of this ſort prevail Gr the time fo come, 
we ſhall never be allow'd to repeal or amend any Law 
Beneficial to the Prieſthood, however Grievous to the 
People, fince the Prieſts claim a Birthright in the Laws | 
to — the Legiſlative Power, | | 

ut | 
The Bill ought to paſs, were it only for the ſake of 
= Example, that it is not in the Power of a Mitred 

oor, by his Letters Miffive ſtirring up Petitions from * 
every Dioceſe, to intimidate an Houſe of Commons in 
. Matter of this high Concern to Juſtice of the 
Kingdom. 

If ſuch Arts are ſucceſsful to encreaſe the JVafte Pa- 
per on the Clerks Table, IJ hope, a 23 of Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen will never weigh Petitions in Qua * againſt 
any Bill whatever; eſpecially Bills for the R 
of the Church, rcainf which, they are certain of hav- 
ing as many Remonſtrances as there are Deaneries, 
Arch-deaconeries, Chapters, Colleges, or Eccleſiaſtical 
Precincts in England, Malts, and the Town of Berwick 
wpon Tweed, © 


and to male the 


ormation 


TTY 


Another Readon that the Bill ſhout paſs, is, that if it 
do he, the are defirous to have it made general. 

his ſeems to be the only equitable Propoſition in the 
Country Parſons Plea ; T I have- been told, that 
his Brethren wiſely hope to de the Bill, by ext 
the Benefit of it to 2 the II of England ! But, 

I cannot believe, that an an living will diſlike a 

Bill becauſe He and his Friends are to ſhare the good Ef- 
fects of it, F ua lers. | 

Nor, will I imagine, that an Men can beſo 
ſimple as to be againſt this Act by kbp oe; ans 
kers, on Account of its being 0 for 
eyery one elſe. 

I am exceedingly defirous that it may be made gene- 
ral; and, that the Committee of the whole Houſe may ſe- 
cure not only the Quakers, but the whole People of ng- 
land from Beeren Oppreſſion. Let, 

If it ſhould paſs confined to the Quakers only which 
I am credibly informed that 7 — do not deſire \ 22 

It ſhall nevertheleſ have my Concurrence, 

' Becauſe, when a Law is of ſo much Good 
to one Part of the Subjects, it will be more eaſy GR 
cure the like Relief for all the reſt ; And. 

An Houſe of Commons will have this A& of Indul-. 

ce to build upon, as the Foundation of univerſal Li- 
{ne For this Reaſon, 

e ought to favour the Quakers as the firſt Mevers in 
the Cauſe of Liberty ; z and notwithſtanding the unhand- 
ſome and unwarrantable Language which ſome of the 
Clergy beftow upon this innocent People, 

Twill fay af. my Experience of them can Juſtify, 
(nor was without a full Knowledge of them in the ſor- 
mer Part of my Life;) 

They deſerve Protection and Indulgence as much as 
any Part of his Majeſty's Subjects: 

They are — attached to the Succeſſion i in- 
his Proteſtant Royal F amily, and zealous in promoting 
the Felicity of 1 Reign 

They are naturall Fiterefted i in the Liberties of Eng-: 
2 ee w Religion can have no other Re- 


They 


— COM I" — 


= FEE Wo - S— — + 


. 
* 
. 1 
— — — K ee CC CELLS 


0 


oy - 88 1 | 
© They aro aeg employed in Trade and Indut- 
try; have the ſmalleſt Number of Members either 
uvnproſitably Rich, or . and, they are 
13 the leaſt to * accuſed of L ile King Corr mg lav | 
ire N Sett of Men in * 

And, in Juſtice to their Principles, . 

y have ever thought their Religion to be well Hecking 
a Countenance trom a Free and Wiſe Government. 

For, | 
*It tends to eſtabliſh no Hierarchy, to monogolize no 
Property, to inveſt no Lands in uſeleſs or dangerous So-. 
cieties, to ſorm no Intereſt ſeparate from the common _ 
Good, to detach no Part of the People from natural In- | 
duſtry, nor: tę enſlave any other Part by Bigottry and 
blind Dependance. ; 

If ſome little Singularity in 1 may occaſion | 
Witleſs Drollery on their Petſons, Wiſe Men will ex- 
cuſe them, from the good Effects even of their moſt ri- 
gid Inſtitutions. For, - 

By this Means they preſerve a Modeſty 27 Apparel 
amongſt their People, which no Sumptuary Laws 2. | | 
have been made in England. could produce amo | | 
and, a Purity of Manners, which thew our Rg xg | 
Societies to be as deſpicable as they are Uſeleſs, or Worſe. | 

If they are deſcribed by thoſe that do not know them, 
as tiff and ungraceful in their Deportment, ſo far is it from 

being true, there are not any Peo oo. in the World of 
more * Affability, more ſocial Kindneſs, and eaſy. 
Humanity than many of the Quakers who are taxed 
with ſtiffneſs of Behaviour by the Prieſthood ; tho” there, 
is not a Day of Sunſhine, but the expre/5 Image of all 
Prieſt- craft may be ſeen in St. Fames's-Park, cloathed 
in Church Buctram, with that in/olent Grimace and 
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If the Quakers are 1 by a defaming Par on, as 
not regarding their Duties to God and the Kix, 
they will not yield Tythe to the Clergy ;, 

t may for the Cencluſion of this Diſcourſe, be july 


. in their Favour; That, 


powerleſs Formality, which would: not leſs move the Con- --f 
tempt of a Quaker, than the a of a Gentle- 5 
man. | | / 
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Clergy to have any Fj 
I from Neaſon or Revelation, this 
1 aro juſtified in refuſing it. nch 1 


That the Clergy, who whenever they N 


the Goſpel hy Deputation, rarely give their Subſtitute a 
a better Maintenance, than any Gentleman gives to a 
Livery Servant, 

; Should Tax the Laity, and encumber the Land, to be 
maintained in the Luxuty of Lords, and the Pride of So- 
vereign Princes: h 

Or, 

Should, in the Inſtance of every Country Parſon, 
think it reaſonable to demand i in recompenee for the Cure 
4 Souls, five times, nil frequently-ten times, as much 

any Parſon alive will pay his Curate for diſcharging 

the Office in his ſtead ; 
' Isfucha Contradiction, ſo full of Enormity and Im- 
as gives not only every Quaker, but every Man 


e to conclude, — al of of the Profeſſion ask. more 
than any of them deſerve, by their own Rule of paying 


Priefts Wages. 
And, 


2. As to their Duty to the KINO, | 
The Quakers never were queſtioned till they were re- 
| fleftedon by this Country Parſoy, whoſe Loyalty perhaps 

wants a better Argument to convince * World of its 
Sincerity, than this immoderate Zeal for Tythe : 

A Perſon, of whom it may be fairly ſaid, becauſe it 
is notoriouſly true, 

That he had 2 abandoned the Obl ligation of his 
| Oaths, as to have no Method of making t "World ſuſ- 


pect Him of Ordinary Allegiance, but by the moſt pro- 


flitue Compliances ; and, that He was a TFacobite i in all 
Men's Opinion, till, as the loweſt Implement and Advo- 
cate of Corruption, He ſhew'd the ¶higgs, that with him 


it was more natural to be the Slave of their Power, than 


a Proſelyte to their Principles of Liberty. 
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EW From ſuch a Man, ſuch a af nl od ? 
155 5 e ihe Ears, a t to be 
ion on rs; proceedi rd 
e e, rt; 
It Ns OI as: on 
And therefore I OE hope, that the 
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. B. The Papers relating to the 
Quakers TY THE BILL were 
firſt publiſhed in the Order taken 
Notice of in the beginning of the 
Anſwer to the Par/ſon's Plea, but 
were afterwards reprinted and placed 

as they are in this Pamphlet. 
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